
MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION AUGUST 4, 2003, 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:
Mayor Keith Tymchuk

Councilors Russ Ekstrom, Ruth Hash, Garth Pollard, Stan Washington and Debbie Williams




Student Councilor Kelly Merschel




Pro-Tem City Manager, John Cable




City Attorney, Steve Miller

ABSENT:


Councilor Richard Oba

OTHERS PRESENT:
Dustin Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Floyd Dollar, Janelle Evans, John Fogarty, Terry Green, Bob Gross, Nancy Hammond, Portia Harris, Vera Koch, Alison Law, Tricia Law, Debbie McKinney, Dan Welch, Beverly Zieman

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

PROCLAMATION:

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER:
Dustin Anderson was sworn in as the newest member of the Reedsport Police Department by City Recorder Jay Cable. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five minutes per item, please.

Beverly Zieman and Ryan Anderson, owners of Catlyn’s Closet, 379 Fir Avenue, spoke regarding parking in front of their store and that people were parking all night and day with no parking available for their customers.  They said that there used to be 20 minute parking signs along Fir Avenue in the downtown area but now there were only a couple and asked if the 20 minute parking signs could be installed along both sides of Fir Avenue.   Council said they would look into this issue.    

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed on the Business Agenda. 

1.
Approve minutes of the Council Work Session of July 21, 2003.

2.
Approve minutes of the regular Council meeting of July 21, 2003.

3.
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar.
Councilor Ekstrom moved that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)



The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Ekstrom moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Business Agenda.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
Regular Business:
1.
Shall the City Council appoint a City Manager Pro-Tem for a period not to exceed six months?  (Council Letter 003-100)  

Upon resignation of City Manager Jim Hough, the Council appointed Jay Cable as the City Manager Pro-Tem at the January 27, 2003 Council meeting.  The City Charter provides for the appointment of a City Manager Pro-Tem in Chapter 5, Section 21 (e), so long as the City Manager Pro-Tem does not serve for more than six (6) months.  

The six-month period of appointment for City Manager Pro-Tem Jay Cable expired on 

August 1, 2003.  Prior to the expiration date, City Manager Pro-Tem Cable appointed City employee Bob Gross as City Manager Pro-Tem until such time that City Council convenes and appoints a City Manager Pro-Tem for a period of time not to exceed six months.

It is recommended that City Council appoint a City Manager Pro-Tem for a period not to exceed six months.

Discussion was held.  

Councilor Ekstrom moved that the City Council appoint Jay Cable as Pro-Tem City Manager for a period not to exceed six (6) months beginning August 4, 2003.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that  the City Council appoint Jay Cable as Pro-Tem City Manager for a period not to exceed six (6) months beginning August 4, 2003.

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
2.
Shall the City Council adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire non-departmental head employees? (Council Letter 003-101) 

At the July 21st Council meeting, the City Council voted to authorize a City Manager Pro Tem serving as a long-term interim to hire employees that will fill non department head positions without the employment requiring Council action.  

To complete the authorization process, it is desired that a Resolution (attached) be adopted by City Council that delineates the power of the long-term interim city manager for hiring non-department head positions.

It is recommended that Council adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire non-departmental head employees, and that Resolution 2003-020 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Washington stated that if the City Manager Pro-Tem had the ability to hire then they should have the ability to fire non-departmental head employees.  

Discussion was held.

Councilor Washington moved that the Council adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire and fire non-departmental head employees, and that Resolution 2003-020 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Ekstrom seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that  the Council adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire and fire non-departmental head employees, and that Resolution 2003-020 be assigned as the title.

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
Future Business:

1.
(Ordinance Number to be assigned upon adoption.)   AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF LAND AND STRUCTURES IN THE CITY OF REEDSPORT; ESTABLISHING ZONES FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 99-513-Y IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ALL OF DIVISION III OF THE REEDSPORT MUNICIPAL CODE.  

Reading by title only (Copies are available for public inspection in the office of the City Recorder).

 Miscellaneous Items:

(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

Mayor Tymchuk stated that the drilling process has begun and is nearly completed for the waterline under the Umpqua River.

Councilor Ekstrom stated that he had been contacted by several homeowners who have metered accounts and had extremely high wastewater charges for their July bills.  He had discussed the matter with Vera, Floyd and Janelle.  Janelle explained the situation to the Council and how the meter billing works with the wastewater rates.  Discussion was held.

Councilor Williams moved that all new metered water users for residential use that do not have a one (1) year history will have the option of paying a maximum wastewater rate of $33.90 if their wastewater charges go over this amount for the months of July, August and September, 2003.

Councilor Ekstrom seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that all new metered water users for residential use that do not have a one (1) year history will have the option of paying a maximum wastewater rate of $33.90 if their wastewater charges go over the flat rate amount for the months of July, August and September, 2003.

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
Councilor Williams stated her concern over the signs for garage sales and the lack of enforcement.   She also stated her concern over the number of boats and trailer parking on the streets.

Councilor Pollard stated that he had been contacted by a lady who lives in the apartments across from the hospital regarding the crosswalk between the apartments and the hospital and it is almost non-existent and needs to be repainted.

Councilor Hash asked if any progress had been made on the issue that Mr. Manning brought before the Council at the last Council meeting.  Jay Cable advised that he had driven by and observed the situation and that it didn’t appear from casual observation that there is a business being run.  There would need to be a disgruntled customer or proof that money is being exchanged or a complaint in the middle of the night that they are making noise, etc.  

Councilor Hash asked if all the EDA forms been signed and returned.  Janelle Evans advised that they had and should be receiving some money soon; but that there was a requirement they recently became aware of that the County place a covenant on the property that if it is sold it will be sold to a company that creates jobs and this is being worked on.

 Councilor Ekstrom asked if the City had received any responses for the City Manager applications and Jay Cable advised they had sent out about 27 letters and had received about 4 applications back.

City Manager Pro-Tem Jay Cable advised that at the council meeting of July 17, 2003, the council authorized the City Manager Pro-Tem to sign change orders for the water line in the amount of less than $5,000.  So far, one has been signed in the amount of $1,858.40 bringing the project cost to $1,621,858.40.  The reason for this change order was to change the field adjustment of the pipeline to maintain separation distance as required by the Health Department between the existing wastewater pressure sewer from Gardiner.  Additional work is to relocate the tee for the air relief valve, replace a segment of the pressure sewer Transite pipe with a PVC pipe section, and backfill with slurry concrete as requested by the Health Department.

Cable advised that at the council meeting of July 17, 2003 the council authorized the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire non-departmental head employees.  He stated he was pleased to announce that Dustin Anderson had been hired as a patrol officer for the Reedsport Police Department.

Cable stated that at the council meeting of July 17, 2003 the council declared an emergency and voted to purchase a storm water pump not to exceed $19,000, and to get other quotes to verify that the original price quoted was competitive.  The other quotes come in at $21,000 and $31,000, and at almost twice the delivery time. 

Cable stated that on July 28th the drillers set up for the bore beneath the river and drove pipes into the ground to secure the drill.  They had asked for a locate and one was provided.  Unfortunately, they still drove the anchor pipe directly through the pressure sewer line, which began to leak several hours later causing a spill into the storm drain, which went into the Umpqua River.  The clean up process was begun immediately and all appropriate notifications were made.

Cable advised he was pleased to announce the rehire of Sheri Watson to Police Dispatch.  She had been gone for a period of time and returned to the area and began working part time but has now returned to full time to fill the vacancy created when Heather Pratt resigned.

Cable stated he was pleased to announce that Vera Koch had been hired to replace Bob Wagenschutz as Assistant Finance Officer.   Bob retired effective July 31.  Vera is very familiar with the City finances and will do a good job in this position.  Diane Novak will be filling in some of the most critical duties of the Assistant to the City Manager until a new City Manager is hired.

Cable stated that due to the absence of the Mayor on August 18th, it has been suggested that the August 18th meeting be moved to August 25.  Cable asked the Council what their pleasure was.  It was discussed and decided to move the meeting to August 25th.

Cable stated that on August 23rd the 0th anniversary of the Umpqua Discovery Center will be celebrated.  There will be free admission all day with a ceremony at 1:00, which includes refreshments.  Discovery Center Director Portia Harris will brief the Council on the day-long events as part of her presentation on the 25th of August.  Please plan to attend this important event.

City Attorney Steve Miller advised that a new law regarding crosswalks will become effective either immediately or the first of the year where if anyone is in the crosswalk either on your side of the street or other side of the street, you must stop and let that person cross.  He further advised that the legislature was looking into doing away with ½ or all of the 3% discount for paying property taxes by November 15th of each year.

ADJOURN:







______________________________







Mayor Keith Tymchuk

ATTEST:

________________________ 

John D. Cable, City Recorder
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