MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION NOVEMBER 7, 2005, 7:30 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:
Mayor Jim Hanson

Councilors Ruth Hash, Mike Macho, Bill Otis, Garth Pollard, Bill Walker and Stan Washington 

City Manager Rick Hohnbaum



City Attorney, Steve Miller
OTHERS PRESENT:
Ed Allumbaugh, Tom Allumbaugh, Mark Bedard, Sid Boddy, Ruth Boddy, Kay Buchanan, Dennis Conger, Floyd Dollar, Diane Essig, Janelle Evans, Terry Green, Tom Beck, Portia Harris, Dave Harris, Leah Hopkins, Pat Horning, Ron Horning, George & Irma Huchenburg, Shirley Hudson, Carey Jones, Vera Koch, Jacque Lauderbaugh, Ike Launstein, Claire Lynes, Tom Lynes, Judy Macho, Debbie McKinney, Dennis McQuire, Eileen Milby, Kathleen Miller, Dee Murphey, Charlie Murphey, Diane Novak, Police Dept. Personnel, Vic and Helen Sabaston,  Sabrina – KCBY, John Smart, Ed Sorger, Roy Swift, Marlene Swift, Keith & Jennifer Tymchuk

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

PRESENTATION:
Public Safety Presentation – Interim Police Chief John Smart presented Sgt. Terry Green with a letter of commendation from the Lincoln Interagency Narcotics Team for her and Zoe (police dog).  They thanked her for her continued support of the narcotics team and presented a check for $300 to help with the funding for the canine, as the City provides no funding.  
PROCLAMATION:
Annual Sale of Buddy Poppies by Veterans of Foreign Wars
CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Mr. Sid Boddy requested that the City research upgrading the sound system in the Council Chambers.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed on the Business Agenda. 

1.

Approve minutes of the Regular Council meeting of October 3, 2005.
2.
Shall the City Council adopt a meeting schedule for the year 2006?  (Council Letter 005-075)

The City Council regularly meets on the first and Monday of every month.  Periodically, one of those Mondays falls on a holiday, necessitating a change in meeting date.  Staff has identified all Mondays which fall on a holiday and propose changing those meeting dates to the following Monday.  Enclosed is the proposed schedule of meeting dates.  

*1.
Adopt a meeting schedule for the year 2006
3.

Motion to approve the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Macho moved that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as presented.
Councilor Walker seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as presented.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Hanson, Councilors Hash, Macho, Otis, Pollard, Washington and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


The motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Hash moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as presented.
Councilor Macho seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as presented.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Hanson, Councilors Hash, Macho, Otis, Pollard, Washington and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


The motion passed unanimously.

Regular Business:

1.
Receive public comment on the City Manager Performance Goals and Objectives. (Council Letter 005-076)

Annually, the City Council evaluates the performance of the City Manager.  This performance evaluation is conducted using performance goals and objectives that are developed and adopted by the City Council.

ORS 192.660(1)(i) provides that “ the standard, criteria and policy directives to be used in evaluating chief executive officers shall be adopted by the governing body in meetings open to the public in which there has been opportunity for public comment”.

Revised performance goals and objectives have been drafted by a City Council Personnel Committee.  

Mayor Hanson asked the public if they would like to comment on the City Manager Performance Goals and Objectives.  None indicated.
The Council held a work session following the meeting to further discuss the performance goals and objectives.
2.
Shall the City Council adopt a Resolution revising the solid waste collection rates? (Council Letter 005-077)

Horning Brothers Sanitary Service holds the exclusive franchise for solid waste collection and disposal within the City of Reedsport.  Ordinance 79-562 specifies the terms of the franchise and provides that rate amendments will be accomplished by Resolution.  The Horning Brothers Sanitary Serviced has requested (letter dated October 21, 2005 attached), has requested an increase to the rate structure.

The current rate increase began on June 1, 2004.  The previous rate increase had occurred in 2001.

The proposed rate increase is due to an increase of 18.6% overall in operating expenses (Diesel 87.5%, insurance 23%, containers 28%).  Horning Brothers is requesting a 10% increase in rates to be effective December 1, 2005.  

Resolution 2005-011 has been drafted providing for the requested rate increase.

It is recommended that the Council adopt a Resolution providing for an increase in the solid waste collection and disposal rate, and that Resolution 2005-011 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Pollard moved that the City Council adopt a Resolution providing for an increase in the solid waste collection and disposal rate, and that Resolution 2005-011 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Walker seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council adopt a Resolution providing for an increase in the solid waste collection and disposal rate, and that Resolution 2005-011 be assigned as the title.

VOTE:


A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Hanson, Councilors Hash, Macho, Otis, Pollard, Washington and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


The motion passed unanimously.

3.
Receive update on the Transportation System Plan. (Council Letter 005-078)

The Reedsport Transportation System Plan (TSP) is being jointly funded by Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD)  through a Transportation Growth Management Grant.  As a result of the grant funding, both agencies must approve the plan.  

Currently there is a difference of opinion between ODOT and DLCD regarding the proposed improvements for Highway 101 from 18th to 22nd Street.  The draft version of the TSP proposed removing parking on the South side of Highway 101 and putting in a center turn lane.  However, this does not provide adequate room to meet ODOT’s design standards.  Two design exceptions would be necessary, one to reduce a travel lane width from 12’ to 11’ and the center turn width from 14’ to 12’. Removal of parking on both sides of the street would provide adequate room for standard travel lanes, but even then it would not be wide enough for bike lanes.  

According to DLCD if the goal is to improve pedestrian safety in that area it would be better to restripe Highway 101 for three lanes beginning south of 18th Street through to 22nd Street.  A standard three-lane street section provides one travel lane in each direction, a center turn lane, bike lanes and on street parking on both sides.  This could be accommodated within the existing paved width, and no street widening would be required. This would provide an immediate and relatively low cost solution which would not preclude other alternatives in the future.  Increasing the number of lanes on Highway 101 to 5 lanes would increase the danger to pedestrians rather than reduce it.  The addition of an extra lane exposes pedestrians to traffic longer and also increases the traffic speed.  It is their opinion that capacity should not trump safety in this issue. 

Since Highway 101 is designated as a freight route, ODOT’s concerns are on the capacity and movement of traffic.  Reducing the number of travel lanes will slow traffic and could produce a bottle neck for the area.  However, ODOT recognizes that there is significant expense associated with any roadway widening project, and they would prefer other solutions that require a lesser investment.

The other option to be considered would be a modified version of the solutions suggested two years ago.  This would keep the same four lanes that are there today, add curb extensions to shorten the crossing distance for pedestrians and add street lighting at key intersections.  One final piece suggested by ODOT is a change to the striping to encourage vehicles to stop well away from the crosswalk, which gives vehicles and pedestrians a more clear line of sight around vehicles stopped in this inside lane.  The treatment is referred to as an advanced stop bar, and is basically a wide white stripe painted 30 feet in advance of the crosswalk at the intersections that have no traffic signal controls.

Perhaps the most simple solution would be to build a new traffic signal at 20th Street and eliminate the existing signal at 19th Street.  This would provide a protected crossing for pedestrians without the need for widening or other roadway improvements.  If this were combined with the advanced stop bars suggested above, many of the historical pedestrian safety issues would be addressed.

Although the City does not have the authority to make the final decision regarding Highway 101, both agencies would like to know the City’s preference.

The City Council prioritized the options for Hwy. 101, between 19th and 22nd Streets:
Option 1:
Decommission the stop light at 19th Street and install a stop light at 20th.  Close all unsignaled crosswalks in the area, remove parking on the south side of Highway101 and add a left turn lane.
Option 2:
Remove parking on the south side of the Highway and add a center turn lane.

Option 3:
Leave the Highway as is and install curb extensions and street lighting at key intersections.

Option 4:
Leave the Highway as is currently with parking on both sides and two lanes in each direction.

Option 5:
Reduce the Highway from four travel lanes to two travel lanes with a center left turn lane and parking on both sides.

Councilor Otis would like the City to request that the STIP project be extended one year.

4.
Receive the quarterly Financial Report.

Finance Officer Vera Koch presented the quarterly financial report.
Future Business:

(none)

Miscellaneous Items:

(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

City Manager Rick Hohnbaum reported the following:
· Update on the Police Chief recruitment process

· Tsunami siren to be provided by County

· Emergency Management Planning update

Discussion held regarding cell phone use for City Manager.
Councilor Walker moved that the City Council approve the purchase of the blackberry cell phone ($300) and the Blackberry system ($49.99 per month) for the City Manager’s use.  City Manager to pay the $50.00+ phone service fee per month for personal use.    
Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the purchase of the blackberry cell phone ($300) and the Blackberry system ($49.99 per month) for the City Manager’s use.  City Manager to pay the $50.00+ phone service fee per month for personal use.    

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Hanson, Councilors Hash, Macho, Otis, Pollard, Washington and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


The motion passed unanimously.

Work Session:

1.
Discussion of the City Manager Performance Goals and Objectives

ADJOURN.







_______________________________








Mayor Jim Hanson

ATTEST:

Diane L. Novak, City Recorder
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