
MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION MAY 19, 2003, 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:


Mayor Keith Tymchuk

Councilors Russ Ekstrom, Garth Pollard, Ruth Hash, Stan Washington and Debbie Williams




Pro-Tem City Manager, John Cable




City Attorney, Steve Miller

ABSENT:
Student Councilor Sarah Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Sheri Aasen, Ginger Anderson, Sid Boddy, Floyd Dollar, Danny Doyle, Diane Essig, Janelle Evans, Edna Gall, Anna Lynne Goorhuis, Gary Goorhuis, Bob Gross, Portia Harris, Amy Jaszay, Vera Koch, Mia Langley, Judy Macho, Kevin Macho, Kimberly Macho, Mike Macho, Keith Manfull, Marion McWherter, Nonnie McWherter, Larry Meyer, Kerrie Palermo, Barb Porter, Heather Pratt, Jim Richardson, Lisa Smart, Matt Smart, Rachel Spurgeon, Linda Stevens, Nora Wadsworth, Bob Wagenschutz, Karen Ward, Randy Ward, Dan Welch

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

PROCLAMATION:
Mike Macho Years of Service Appreciation

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five minutes per item, please.

Ms. Edna Gall, 749 Myrtle, commented that she had spoken with Jay Cable regarding yards that are unkempt with hip high grass and discarded furniture in the yards and buildings that have been condemned.  She stated that something needs to be done about the upkeep of residences in order to attract people to Reedsport.

Discussion was held regarding this subject.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed on the Business Agenda.

1.
Shall the City Council authorize payment of annual fee to ODOT for road use on Crestview logging road? (Council Letter 003-058)

2.
Shall the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising the Wastewater rate? (Council Letter 003-059) 

3.
Shall the City Council approve two amendments to the Engineering Services contract for the Gardiner Waterline project? (Council Letter 003-060)

4.
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Ekstrom stated that he would like to have Item #2 removed from the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Washington stated that he would like to have Item #3 removed from the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Williams moved to approve the Consent Calendar as amended. 

Councilor Ekstrom seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as amended. 

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

1A.
Shall the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising the Wastewater rate? (Council Letter 003-059) 

At the regular Reedsport Budget Committee meeting of March 24, 2003, the Committee approved the proposed Fiscal Year 2003 / 004 operating budget as modified. An element of the proposed budget includes a Wastewater Utility rate increase of $5.65 per month, per Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU).  In order for the new rates to become effective, the Wastewater Utility Ordinance requires modification.

Reedsport is currently under mandate from the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to repair and upgrade its wastewater collection and treatment facilities due to violations of the wastewater discharge permit.  There are a significant number of wastewater system improvement projects, in both the sewage collection and wastewater treatment systems, which should be addressed in the near future.  The projects themselves are vital to the short-term and long-term ability of the Wastewater Utility to collect sewage and treat it in an efficient, economical, and environmentally sound manner for the residents of Reedsport and environs.  The cost of operations has increased and additional funds are required in the next fiscal year in order to continue to comply with the operating permits for the Wastewater Utility.

At the Council meeting of May 5, 2003, a proposed Wastewater Utility Ordinance (attached) was read by title only for consideration at the May 19th Council meeting.  The effective date of the new rates would be July 1st.

It is recommended that the Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title.

Ms. Janelle Evans, Community Service Director, advised that when the Budget Committee approved the Budget for the Fiscal Year 2003-2004, an increase of $5.65 was approved for the wastewater.  She stated that this amount was figured in order to make the major changes to the wastewater plant for the master plan.  

Councilor Ekstrom stated that he didn’t think that this was the time to be raising the rates and any raise in rates should be voted on by the citizens of Reedsport.   

Mr. Floyd Dollar, Public Utilities Superintendent, advised that there would not be any raises in the water rates for the Fiscal Year 2003-2004.

Councilor Washington stated that the residents that are on meters aren’t paying their share of the wastewater rates and need to be re-evaluated.

Councilor Ekstrom moved that this matter be tabled for further discussion.

Mayor Tymchuk stated that he felt this matter needs to be moved forward.  There is a $15 million project that needs to be done and it is imperative that it get done and the only way to pay for that is to raise the rates.

Councilor Ekstrom stated that he agreed but did not agree with the formula for wastewater rates for metered accounts.  

Community Service Director Evans stated that residences who are on meters are paying less than the residences who are on a flat rate and that she and Floyd agree that this needs to be looked at.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

Mr. R. W. King, 517 N. 20th, stated he had the rates of other towns that were sent to him from City Hall at his request.  He stated that Bandon was not on the list and the reason for that is because the citizens of Bandon vote on the water rates.  He asked why that couldn’t be done in Reedsport?  

Councilor Williams explained the procedure that Mr. King would need to take in order to get this matter on the ballot for a vote of the citizens of Reedsport.

Discussion was held.

MOTION:

that the City Council table the adoption of an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges for further discussion.
VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

3

NAYES
3


(Councilors Ekstrom, Pollard and Washington voted in favor of the motion, and Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Hash and Williams voted against the motion.)





The motion failed.

BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as amended.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as amended.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

1A.
Continued.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

3

NAYES
3


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Hash and Williams voted in favor of the motion and Councilors Ekstrom, Pollard and Washington voted against the motion.)





The motion failed.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title; and that within ninety (90) days City Staff present a plan to equalize wastewater rates among all citizens and businesses of the City of Reedsport.

Discussion was held.

Motion died for lack of a second.

Councilor Ekstrom moved that the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council adopt an Ordinance revising Wastewater rates and user charges; and that Ordinance 2003-1037 be assigned as the title.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Williams moved that City Staff be directed within ninety (90) days to present a plan to revise water formula rates to make it equitable to all citizens and businesses of the City of Reedsport and within ninety (90) days thereafter to revise wastewater formula rates and not to exceed $5,000.00 for the study.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that City Staff be directed within ninety (90) days to present a plan to revise water formula rates to make it equitable to all citizens and businesses of the City of Reedsport and within ninety (90) days thereafter to revise wastewater formula rates, the cost of the study not to exceed $5,000.00.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

1B.
Shall the City Council approve two amendments to the Engineering Services contract for the Gardiner Waterline project? (Council Letter 003-060)

At the special City Council meeting of June 25, 2002, the Council authorized a contract with the Brown & Caldwell (B&C) engineering firm to provide engineering design and contract management services for the Gardiner water transmission line replacement project, at a cost not to exceed $425,000.00.  Since the authorization of the contract there have been two additions to the scope of work that were not included in the original contract.

The first amendment is for subcontracting with Pacific Habitat for a wetlands delineation report.  When the environmental agencies met last fall no one mentioned the need for a wetland delineation, however when the permits were requested the Division of State Lands required a delineation.  In order to keep the project moving so we could meet our deadline, the Project Management Team felt the best course of action would be to have B & C subcontract the project.  Subcontracting the project through B & C saved the time involved with the public bidding process.  The total cost for the wetlands delineation is $10,000.00, which is reimbursable by the grant.

The second amendment is for preparing a 4th contract for the installation of the water meters in Gardiner. The existing contract with B & C only included the preparation, bidding and administration of three contracts. Originally we were told that City staff could install the meters in order to save money and get reimbursed by the grant.  However, we have been advised by the granting agencies that since this is a federal grant subject to prevailing wage rates, it would not be cost effective to have City staff install meters. The additional cost for preparing the fourth contract is estimated at $12,900.00.  The total cost is reimbursable by the grant. 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize both amendments to the engineering design and contract management services for the Gardiner water transmission line, in the amount of $22,900, to Brown & Caldwell Environmental Engineering and Consulting; and authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Washington asked Jack Detweiler of B & C if they had gone out to bid or solicitation for the company that did the wetland study.  Mr. Detweiler advised that he had taken quotes from 2-3 firms for that and received a competitive price.

Councilor Washington moved that the City Council authorize both amendments to the engineering design and contract management services for the Gardiner water transmission line, in the amount of $22,900, to Brown & Caldwell Environmental Engineering and Consulting; and authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City.

Councilor Williams seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council authorize both amendments to the engineering design and contract management services for the Gardiner water transmission line, in the amount of $22,900, to Brown & Caldwell Environmental Engineering and Consulting; and authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Regular Business:

1.
Recap of skateboard placement work session discussion.

Mayor Tymchuk recapped the discussion regarding the location of the skateboard park within Lions Park.  

Mr. Jim Richardson, 2108 Elm Avenue, stated that he wasn’t opposed to the skateboard park being located in Lions Park but was opposed to the location of where the skateboard park would be placed within the park.   He stated that he would like to see it moved along Highway 101 instead of at the corner of 21st and Elm Avenue.   He stated that the noise factor would not be a factor if located closer to Highway 101 because of the noise of the streets.  He would like to see the bushes taken out so that the police could see everything going on and the fence extended so there would be no egress directly from the skateboard park onto any of the streets.  He further stated he was concerned about skateboards getting out of control and skaters not paying attention and skaters and boards popping out onto the street.  He would also like to see the backboard remaining so that baseball could still be played in the park. 

Discussion was held.

Mr. Marion McWherter, 2125 Elm Avenue, stated that he agreed with Mr. Richardson regarding relocating the skateboard park closer to Highway 101 or where the old tennis courts are currently located.    He would like to also see it more open for visibility.  He further stated he had no objection to the skateboard park being located in Lions Park but would like to see the location of it changed.    

Mr. Danny Doyle, 2064 Elm Avenue, stated he had no problem with the skateboard park being located in Lions Park but did have a problem with the proposed location at the corner of 21st and Elm Avenue.  He was opposed to the removing of the hedge as it acts as a noise barrier.

Mr. Keith Manful and Ms. Charlotte Manfull, 2136 Elm Avenue, stated they didn’t have a problem with the skateboard park but didn’t agree with the proposed location within Lions Park.   They would like to see it located where it is currently located in the old tennis courts.  

Mr. Larry Meyer, 2149 Elm Avenue, stated he supports the old tennis court location first and the alternate location closer to Highway 101 submitted tonight secondarily.  He asked what the hours of operation would be and was advised that that was undecided yet, but a 10:00 p.m. curfew had been discussed.   He also asked approximately how many youth would be using the facility.  Matt Smart, a representative from RAP, stated that the initial use would be higher but that they anticipated approximately 25 at any given time.  He stated he supports the skateboard park but would like to see one of the alternate locations considered.

Ms. Twinkie Goorhuis, 973 Ranch Road, advised that the changing of the location could kill the entire project because she would have to get permission from the grantors to move it and she is almost to the deadline to have the rest of the funding raised.

Mr. Gary Goorhuis, 973 Ranch Road, stated that the design of the skateboard park now is a 12’ buffer all around it and the skate parks never seem to travel beyond that distance.  His experience with skateboard parks all around the state has been that the loudest noise heard is a skateboard dropping onto the concrete, noise does not seem to be an issue anywhere else.  The design of the skateboard park is so large that it would not fit where the old tennis courts are currently located.  CABA is in the process of devising a plan to make the park presentable from Highway 101 and if put all the way up to the corner of Highway 101 and 21st, it would make it difficult to design something that is aesthetically pleasing.   He suggested turning it horizontally and splitting the difference between the two. 

Mr. Matt Smart, 345 Bittersweet Ct., stated he was a representative from RAP and not the Reedsport Police Department or Reedsport School District.   He stated that the problem with changing the location of the skateboard park within Lions Park is that the grantors have visited the site and prior to this getting approval from the Council, the proposed site was put in the master plan.   If the location were moved, the grantors would have to approve the move and that could take anywhere from 3-4 months.  Some of the grants would expire by that time and they would not have time to renew them, as the funding agencies need to disburse the money before that time.   Without these funds, RAP would be short for funding the project.  

Discussion was held.

Councilor Washington asked before this site was picked and before it came to Council the last time for approval of the master plan for Lions Park, if there was a public meeting to get input from the community as to the location of the skateboard park.  

Discussion was held.  It was determined that notification was through a public notification and not individual notices to the adjacent property owners.

Councilor Hash stated that when the master plan was approved, she didn’t think that the skateboard park’s location was the final location, that it would be finalized at another meeting.  She further stated that she thought that they were only approving the skateboard being placed in Lions Park rather than Barrone Park.

Discussion was held.    Several individuals who had spoken previously commented about the current noise and skateboard traffic in the area.

Mayor Tymchuk commented that it was nice that with all the intense disagreement regarding this subject, it was being handled like a public body ought to handle it and wanted to thank everyone present tonight for the discussion.

An individual who recently moved to Reedsport from LA stated that he had been skating at the current park for the last several days and has been skating for about 5 years and has skated at a lot of parks in the LA area in varying sizes.   He stated that personally he felt that a skateboard park should not be located near a lot of people to allow concentration while skating to avoid accidents.  He also stated that if it were located in Lions Park, it should be away from Highway 101 so that if professionals come through town and see the park and stop to skate, the crowds that gather to watch wouldn’t bother traffic.

Ms. Linda Stevens, 450 S. 20th, stated that she had been using the park for 30 years and if the skateboard park were located at the old tennis court site, scout hall would have to be taken down as the skateboard park would not fit in it’s current location.  It the skateboard park were reduced in size, it would cost money and time to redo the plans and the Ford Foundation Grant would not be able to be extended, RAP would lose that grant.

Ms. Mia Langley, a business owner in Reedsport and a resident of Gardiner, stated that the kids have worked really hard to raise $70,000 just from the community alone over the last couple of years and to lose the skateboard park over having to change the location because mistakes were made early on is a tragedy.   It would have a very negative impact on the kids and the way they view that things are done. 

Ms. Sheri Aasen, a representative from CABA, stated that CABA does not have an opinion as to where the skateboard park should be placed, but did want to make the Council keep in mind is that if RAP loses the grants to build the skateboard park, it may impact other non-profit agencies when additional grants are applied for in the future, they could lose credibility with the grantors.

Discussion was held regarding how to keep the skateboard park in the proposed location and at the same time make the residents in the area happy with the noise, etc.   

Mayor Tymchuk brought up the idea of the RAP representatives getting together with City representatives to make a call to the Ford Foundation and other granting agencies to see if the park were moved within Lions Park to satisfy nearby homeowners, if they would say no.   

Ms. Goorhuis stated that the granting agencies would not say no, they would say yes, but they would require RAP to send the proper paperwork and it will take time and they would lose the funding.

Ms. Portia Harris, Discovery Center Director, advised that the Ford Foundation board does not meet special to discuss these issues, they wait for their regular board meeting, and if you want to change something with your grant, it must be done by a formal request.   You can’t call someone up to try and get a decision, that is not how it works.

Discussion was held.  

Mayor Tymchuk read a letter from Mark and Donna Wooley, 2107 Elm Avenue, who were unable to attend the meeting, stating their position and concerns on the location of the skateboard park.

Discussion was held.

A list was read by Mayor Tymchuk of homeowners who lived in the area of Lions Park and others, who supported the park and had no objection to the proposed location at Lions Park.

Ms. Barb Porter, 281 S. 20th St., stated that she and her son have helped with fund raising for the skateboard park and would hate to see it not happen as far as it has come.

Councilor Williams moved that the skateboard park be located as outlined in the Master Plan for Lions Park.

Councilor Washington seconded the motion.

Ms. Ginger Anderson, 760 Ranch Rd., stated that she understood that a 12’ sloped burm around the park perimeter that has a 3’ elevation above the sidewalk and the interior bowls will be below sidewalk level.  She stated she feels that that is a sound barrier in and of itself, not to mention the surfacing material.  She suggested that if people were worried about the noise, they should visit a skateboard park and see about the noise firsthand.  There is one in Waldport and one in Myrtle Point.

Discussion was held.

MOTION:

that the skateboard park be located as outlined in the Master Plan for Lions Park

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

5

NAYES
1


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion and Mayor Tymchuk voted against the motion.)





The motion passed with a 5-1 vote.

2.
Shall the City Council approve a MOU with Reedsport Activity Park, Inc. for the installation, operation and maintenance of the Reedsport Skate Park? (Council Letter 003-061)
In the January 6th Council Meeting, Council adopted a modified Lions Park Master Plan that included the Reedsport Activity Park (RAP) skateboard park.  At the same meeting, Council agreed to establish the skateboard park as a City project with RAP constructing, operating and maintain the skateboard portion of the Lions Park.  The Council also mandated the City and RAP enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the maintenance of the park and that RAP maintain a bank account with a minimum balance of $2,000 for maintenance costs.  

Ms. Goorhuis of RAP reports she has applied for the necessary permits and construction is scheduled to begin this summer.  Prior to starting construction, however, a MOU outlining the responsibilities regarding the skateboard park between the City of Reedsport and RAP must be approved by City Council.   

Mr. Steve Miller, City Attorney, went through the City’s draft of the MOU and RAP’s draft of the MOU and outlined the differences and changes.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Williams moved that the meeting be extended to 9:40 p.m.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the Council meeting be extended to 9:40 p.m.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk and Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

City Attorney Miller continued the outline of differences and changes between the City’s draft of the MOU and RAP’s draft of the MOU.

Miscellaneous Items:

(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

Mayor Tymchuk advised that Items #3, 4 & 5 would be addressed at the Council meeting

Mayor Tymchuk advised that he had spoken with Councilor Cal Henry and he understood the Council’s decision regarding his precinct.

Mayor Tymchuk reminded Council that the Joint Sanitation Meeting was May 21, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURN:







______________________________







Mayor Keith Tymchuk

 ATTEST:

_________________________ 

John D. Cable, City Recorder
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