MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL SESSION AUGUST 17, 2009 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:
Mayor, Keith Tymchuk 

Councilors Ginger Anderson, Bill Otis, Diane Essig, Bill Walker, Mike Macho and Tonya Wahl

City Manager, Scott Somers 




City Attorney, Steve Miller

OTHERS PRESENT:
Deanna Schafer, Floyd Dollar, Vera Koch, Shawn Essex, Ike Launstein, Theresa Hart, Lori Newman, Len Bergstein
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Keith Tymchuk called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
CITIZEN COMMENTS:
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five minutes per item, please.
There were no citizen comments.  
BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.
Councilor Ginger Anderson moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda. 
Councilor Mike Macho seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council  approve the Business Agenda.
VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:

AYES

7

NAYES
0

(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Anderson, Essig, Macho, Otis, Wahl, and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)

Mayor Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously.
Regular Business:

1.
Shall the City Council adopt a resolution of the City of Reedsport supporting 
Governor Kulongoski's Action Plan for Energy, declaring an emergency and assign 
2009-015 as the title? 
City Manager Scott Somers presented the following information:

The City of Reedsport and Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) are considering partnering to submit an application for a grant funding opportunity.  The grant is called “Recovery Act: Community Renewable Energy Deployment.”  As a means of strengthening the grant application, it’s advisable for the City of Reedsport to have adopted or shown support for an energy plan that emphasizes conservation, the use of renewable resources, and the creation of green jobs.  Governor Kulongoski’s Action Plan for Energy highlights these key areas necessary to improve the likelihood of the grant being awarded to the City and OPT.   

Councilor Mike Macho moved that the City Council adopt a resolution supporting Governor Kulongoski’s Action Plan for Energy, declaring an emergency and assign 2009-015 as the title. 

Councilor Ginger Anderson seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council  adopt a resolution supporting Governor Kulongoski’s Action 
Plan for Energy, declaring an emergency and assign 2009-015 as the title. 

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:

AYES

7

NAYES
0

(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Anderson, Essig, Macho, Otis, Wahl, and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


Mayor Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously.
2. 
Shall the City Council adopt a resolution of the City of Reedsport to partner with Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) to submit an application for a funding opportunity known as "Recovery Act: Community Renewable Energy Deployment", declaring an emergency and assign 2009-016 as the title? 

Mr. Len Berstein, a consultant for OPT presented the following information;

Ocean Power Technologies has approached the City of Reedsport with an offer to partner with them on the submittal of a grant application.  As the previous Council Letter stated, the grant funding opportunity is called “Recovery Act: Community Renewable Energy Deployment.”  The purpose of the grant is to strengthen the Oregon South Coast’s energy security, environmental quality, and economic vitality by facilitating renewable energy deployment, the development of green and sustainable jobs, and by leveraging commercialization of wave energy technology, a clean renewable energy resource, across the United States.

Potential monies received for the grant are upwards of $7 million.  If the grant is awarded, the City anticipates hiring a grant manager from the proceeds of the grant to provide oversight and management of the grant.  Funds from the grant will be used by OPT to deploy the necessary infrastructure for wave energy technology, which could spur economic development for our area by creating jobs and injecting needed capital.  Further, OPT has agreed to give the City approximately $100,000 of the grant to be used towards municipal conservation measures and to use renewable energy in municipal projects.  Examples are the installation of high efficiency heat pumps and the installation of solar panels on the Elm Street Pump Station.         

If the City and OPT are awarded the grant, City staff and OPT will draft an agreement between the two entities specifying duties, responsibilities and other provisions, which will include hiring a grant manager.  As this grant has a substantial dollar value and will be exceedingly technical, staff does not believe it has the capacity or skill set to manage such a task.  Again, this will be of no cost to the City as funds will be used from the grant to secure a grant manager.  The City will however be required to set up a fund, similar to the Urban Renewal District Fund, to account for grant monies and may, at its discretion, create an ad hoc committee as an advisory body to assist with oversight of the grant.    

There is a matching component to the grant; however, OPT has agreed to be solely responsible for securing matching funds.  Overall, the City of Reedsport will not be liable or responsible for managing the grant if it is awarded, other than hiring a grant manager and establishing a fund.  OPT will be solely responsible for designing and implementing a plan to achieve the goals and purpose of the grant.  Further, OPT has agreed to support economic development in the Lower Umpqua Region through job creation and local manufacturing when possible.  

Mr. Bernstein said that this project in Reedsport will be the leading wave energy project of its kind.  South Western Oregon Community College will most likely create curriculum dealing with this new technology, similar to what the The Dalles did for wind technology.  

He said that they will be working closely with the FORUM to identify local workforce sources.  OPT has a much larger permit for wave buoy energy creation off of Coos Bay, over 200 buoys.  Gardiner will be a test site for that future project and the people that learn on this project could potentially move on to the Coos Bay project, meaning long term employment.  This project could potentially bring several million dollars to be spent in the surrounding communities.  

Councilor Bill Walker moved that the City Council adopt a Resolution to partner with Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) to submit a grant application for a funding opportunity known as “Recovery Act: Community Renewable Energy Deployment,” declaring an emergency as assign 2009-016 as the title.

Councilor Ginger Anderson seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council  adopt a Resolution to partner with Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) to submit a grant application for a funding opportunity known as “Recovery Act: Community Renewable Energy Deployment,” declaring an emergency as assign 2009-016 as the title.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:

AYES

7

NAYES
0

(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Anderson, Essig, Macho, Otis, Wahl, and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


Mayor Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously.
3.
Shall the City Council adopt a resolution of the City of Reedsport authorizing the Reedsport Police Department to check criminal information records of the State of Oregon Law Enforcement Data System, declaring an emergency and assign 2009-018 as the title?  

Chief Shawn Essex reported that the City of Reedsport was approached by Reedsport School District Superintendant, Ike Launstein, to assist in completing needed background checks for the temporary construction workers who will soon be in contact with Reedsport students at the beginning of the 2009/2010 school year.  The purpose of the background checks is to ensure our school children, school staff, and community members using the school facility are safe, and not subjected to any known criminal element. 

The current criminal background checks, for this type of volunteer or temporary employment, have been conducted informally.  When completed through official channels, it is a significant cost to the Reedsport School District.  Unfortunately, this use of the LEDS system for an “unofficial background check” is prohibited by the State of Oregon unless the City has a Resolution in place stating the purpose of the use and creating a procedure.  

LEDS Director, Terry O’Connell, informed me that if the Reedsport City Council were to enact a “resolution” directing the Reedsport Police Department to conduct such criminal background checks and providing a procedure, that this would allow use of the criminal background information, and would be allowable by State Statute. 

An emergency has been determined to exist because the Reedsport school officials have a very short time frame to have the checks completed before school starts.  Past requests for the service were denied due to the current regulations; however if this Resolution is enacted immediately, it would save the School District a significant amount of funds.  This process would meet the needs of the Reedsport Public Schools, and lawfully allow The Reedsport Police Department Staff to use its access to the LEDS system for the stated purposes.  

Councilor Tonya Wahl moved that the City Council adopt a Resolution of the City of Reedsport authorizing the Reedsport Police Department to check criminal information records of the State of Oregon Law Enforcement Data System, declaring an emergency and assign 2009-018 as the title.

Councilor Mike Macho seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council  adopt a Resolution of the City of Reedsport authorizing the Reedsport Police Department to check criminal information records of the State of Oregon Law Enforcement Data System, declaring an emergency and assign 2009-018 as the title.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:

AYES

7

NAYES
0

(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Anderson, Essig, Macho, Otis, Wahl, and Walker voted in favor of the motion.)


Mayor Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously.
Miscellaneous Items:

(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

Councilor Tonya Wahl said that she has received numerous complaints about the new garbage service, Southern Oregon Sanitary.  
City Manager Scott Somers asked her to present him with a list of complaints and he would address them with the owner Pat Fahey.  

Public Works Superintendant corrected an error on engineering fees for the roofing project; the cost was lower than what he had reported to the Council in July.  

Councilor Bill Otis reported that the Oregon Department of Transportation has decided not to pursue a stop light project further South on Hwy 101 and he asked permission to contact them about possibly having the street light at 19th St moved added to the list of future projects.  

Chief Shawn Essex reported on the progress of the search for a Sergeant and police officer.  

ADJOURN






_______________________________







Mayor Keith Tymchuk 

ATTEST:
Deanna Schafer, City Recorder
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