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Gateway to the Dunes 

Spring clean up 
In an effort to clean up and beautify our area, the City of Reedsport is sponsoring three (3) clean up 
events this spring.    
 

City-wide garage sale 
Memorial Day weekend, May 28-30, 2011 

Hold your garage sale during this weekend and the City will waive the permit and fee requirements 
(RMC §7.16.040).     
 

Trash to Treasure 
Saturday, June 4, 2011  

In search of that perfect treasure? At no cost? Well, here is your chance! The City of Reedsport is spon-
soring a “Trash to Treasure” day on Saturday, June 4, 2011.   

Residents who wish to participate in the event should place items they no longer want on the curb at the 
end of their driveways. Items commonly placed curbside for swapping are lawn mowers, old furniture, 
grills, etc. All items placed on the curb should be clearly marked as “FREE”. Treasure hunters will have 
the opportunity to pick up items that are clearly marked as “FREE” from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. that 
day.   

If treasure seekers do not pick up items that are placed on the curb, residents will be responsible for 
proper disposal of the unwanted items.   
 

Tenth Annual 
WESTERN DOUGLAS COUNTY CLEAN-UP 
Saturday June 11, 2011 
8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

The Reedsport Police Department announces the Tenth Annual FREE Western Douglas County Clean-up 
weekend.  Residents of Western Douglas County and the City of Reedsport may dispose of the following:   

Acceptable Items: 

Hot Water Heaters * Stoves * Refrigerators * Freezers * Washers/Dryers * Scrap Metal * Metal Siding/
Metal Roofing * Tires, but they must be free of debris * Metal Wheels * Automobiles * Car Batteries Pro-
pane Tanks 

Residents wishing to dispose of old autos FREE OF CHARGE must have a legal title or be in legal control 
of the property where the vehicle is parked.  This year Mast Bros. will broaden their area for vehicle pick-
up to no more than a 30 mile radius from Reedsport.  Mast Brothers will begin taking calls for the pick-
up on Monday, June 6th and continuing through June 11th.   Call Mast Bros. at 541-271-3019 to make ar-
rangements and to confirm that the vehicle is within the specified radius. 

Unacceptable Items: 
NO COMMERCIAL/SEMI TRUCK OR TRACTOR TIRES ACCEPTED 
Stumps * Firewood * Brush * Items containing liquids * Garbage or other refuse * Household hazardous 
waste (HHW).  Please visit www.recyclepower.org to learn about proper disposal of Household Hazard-
ous Waste (HHW).   

Location: 

The vacant lot behind Roseburg Forest Products west of the intersection of HWY 38 & HWY 101. 

Fees:   
No Fees will be collected, but donations are accepted. 

Participating Agencies/Businesses: 
Mast Bros. Towing, Les Schwab, City of Reedsport, Reedsport Volunteer Fire Department, Reedsport 
Rotary, Umpqua Building and Supply, Reedsport Machine & Fabrication, Douglas County Parole & Pro-
bation, Price N Pride, Bedrocks Pizzeria, Winchester Bay Market, Safeway, U-Haul 

For more information please contact Officer Bob Corcoran, Reedsport Police Department at 541-271-2100.  
The City of Reedsport accepts no responsibility for damage done to vehicles while they are unloaded. 

Hydrant Flushing,  

March 7th-10th 

The City of Reedsport Water Utility 
Division will be conducting fire hy-
drant flushing on March 7, 2011 
through March 10, 2011.  The purpose of 
flushing is to remove naturally occur-
ring fine sediments that build up in the 
water distribution system.  These fine 
sediments are not harmful but can 
cause the water to be discolored if they 
are not removed by flushing.  The wa-
ter lines have been flushed many times 
in the past and will need to be flushed 
periodically in the future. 

The Winchester Bay area, including 
Salmon Harbor and the Lighthouse 
area will be flushed on Monday, March 
7th.  Reedsport areas west of the 
Scholfield Bridge will be flushed on 
Tuesday, March 8th.  Areas East of the 
Scholfield Bridge will be flushed on 
Wednesday, March 9th.  The Gardiner 
area will be flushed on Thursday, 
March 10th.  Residents may notice dis-
colored water during the flushing proc-
ess.  Residents are encouraged to open 
an outside faucet, if desired, and run 
the water until it clears up. 

We regret any inconvenience that this 
maintenance flushing may cause our 
customers and appreciate your under-
standing.  Residents with questions are 
encouraged to contact Public Works 
Superintendent, Floyd Dollar, at 
Reedsport City Hall (541) 271-3603 dur-
ing office hours. 
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Why does the Reedsport  
Urban Renewal District  
appear on my tax bill?  

 
REPRINT 

 
November 15th –Tax payment deadline 
for real property and personal property 
tax discounts has come and gone, but 
the question “Why does the  Reedsport 
Urban Renewal District appear on my 
tax bill?” still lingers. 
 
Your tax bill does not change because 
of the creation or existence of an urban 
renewal district.  The permanent rate of 
your tax bill and the amount of taxes 
collected does not change either.  What 
changes is how these dollars, the taxes 
collected, are divided up.   
 
Each taxing entity that overlaps the 
urban renewal district continues to 
collect the same amount of taxes they 
did prior to the urban renewal district 
being created.  When an urban renewal 
district is created the County Assessor 
calculates the total assessed value in 
the urban renewal district plan bound-
ary.  The initial assessed value becomes 
the “frozen base” of the urban renewal 
district.  Increases in assessed value 
over and above the “frozen base” value 
are termed “excess value”.  Urban re-
newal district funds, also known as tax 
increment revenue, are the amount of 
t a x e s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  
“excess value” that would have gone to 
each of the taxing districts that overlap 
the urban renewal district prior to the 
creation of the urban renewal district.     
 
Where can I find out more information 
about the Reedsport Urban Renewal 
District and urban renewal districts in 
general?  The adopted plan for the 
Reedsport Urban Renewal District can 
be viewed at City Hall or at: 
www.cityofreedsport.org; click on De-
partments, then Community Develop-
ment, then Urban Renewal District.  
The Urban Renewal Program – Under 
the Past and Current Property Tax Sys-
tems can be accessed at 
w w w . l e g . s t a t e . o r .u s / c o m m / l ro /
home.htm; click on Publications and 
scroll to the publication.  Other infor-
mation on taxing districts and Urban 
Renewal Districts can be viewed at: 
www.oregon.gov/DOR/forms. 
 
 

Do you love your river?  

Our friends at the Oregon Environmental Council are launching a new program called “Love 
Your River.” Started in mid-September, when you take monthly challenges to care for local rivers, 
your stewardship will be rewarded with chances to win outdoor recreation gear donated by gen-
erous businesses. Visit www.oeconline.org/LoveYourRiver to sign up for monthly tips and see 
Oregon’s river lovers—from pharmacists to the farmer’s market--in the new music video. 

March’s tip: Don’t flush your meds! 
The old advice used to be that you should flush unused prescription medicine down the toilet. 
Pharmaceuticals are now appearing in rivers 
and streams along with lots of other toxic 
pollutants, because sewage treatment plants 
were not designed to remove them. In one 
national study of 139 streams in 30 states, 
drugs were found in 80% of the samples. 
Please, don’t flush your meds down the 
toilet.  

Instead, put unwanted medications in the 
garbage or take them to a drug take back 
event. Learn more about this issue, and en-
ter to win prizes rewarding your good river 
stewardship at www.LoveYourRiver.org. 

Project ChildSafe 2011 

The Police Department will provide up to two free firearm safety 
kits to local residents through a partnership with Project ChildSafe, 
the nationwide firearms safety education program.  The safety kits 
include a safety curriculum and a cable-style gun lock.    

Project ChildSafe is a program developed by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF).  They have distributed more than 35 million firearm safety kits 
throughout the country since 2003.  The program is funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, 
with additional funding provided by the firearms industry. 

The Reedsport Police Department encourages residents to pick up a safety kit so that they can 
securely store their firearms.  The locks fit on most types of handguns, rifles and shotguns.  The 
goal is to prevent a child or any other unauthorized person from accessing a firearm in your 
home.   

Safety kits are available at the Reedsport Police Department and they can be picked up at any 
time, including weekends and holidays. 

Burn permits required 

The Reedsport Volunteer Fire Department’s Burn Permit Officer continues to monitor all burning 
within the City limits to ensure that all burning is done on authorized burn days to meet both 
state and federal guidelines and to control smoke intrusion. 

All burning within the City limits requires a written burn permit.  If you are planning to burn, call 
City Hall at (541) 271-3603, Monday thru Friday during normal working hours to apply for a per-
mit. City staff will ask for your name and phone number.  Someone from the Fire Department 
will then contact you within 24 hours to obtain the details of the burn. In most cases you will be 
contacted the same day. For those who wish to burn on the weekends, please call on Friday. 

The Burn Permit Officer will set up an appointment time to look at what you plan on burning 
and then issue a permit if warranted. There is no charge for this service. Permitted burning in-
cludes burn barrels, and debris burns, (piles of scrap wood or woody material). 

“Warming fires”, otherwise known as campfires, fire pits, or commercially 
purchased containers (for cooking, or other non debris burning activities) 
do not require a permit nor are regulated by the Fire Department. However, 
we ask that you burn safely and responsibly. Do not leave the fire unat-
tended, put it out completely when finished, and carefully watch the direc-
tion of the smoke coming from your fire. 

 For more information call City Hall and ask to be contacted by the Burn 
Permit Officer, or go to www.reedsportvfd.com for more information. 
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How to reduce stormwater runoff 
around your home  

Here in the Northwest, we love our rivers. We 
expect them to be clean so that we can fish, 
raft, boat and swim in them, knowing we are 
not putting ourselves or our loved ones at risk. 
Many of us rely on rivers for our drinking wa-
ter and livelihoods. Yet every major river in 
Oregon is violating Clean Water Act standards. 

Why? Because the millions of human residents 
of Oregon and SW Washington forget to con-
sider their impact on the river in their daily 
actions. Most clean water regulations focus on 
reducing pollution from big sources such as 
factories and sewage treatment plants. But the 
behavior of each resident of the watershed is 
very important as well. 

One of the most important things that you 
can do to help make our watersheds 
healthier is to reduce stormwater runoff.  

Surfaces such as asphalt, concrete and rooftops 
prevent water from seeping into the ground. 
Instead they force it to flow along the surface, 
picking up dirt and contaminants. The water 
then flows into storm drains under streets, 
which usually dump directly into rivers, pollu-
tion and all. This runoff degrades water quality 
and makes it hard for fish to breathe. It also 
increases the risk of flooding downstream, as 
more and more water is directed into rivers 
instead of into the ground. Here is how you 
can reduce runoff: 

Minimize pavement everywhere you have 
any influence such as at home, at work, 
and in neighborhood parks. Unless you’re a 
city planner, the easiest way to do this is at 
home. If you’re thinking about putting in a 
paved surface on your property, consider using 
porous surfaces. 

Fact: Nationwide, pavement covers 50% to 75% 
of most urban areas. 

Select porous products for your driveway, 
yard and landscaping. Porous asphalt is 

available, and bricks, stones and cinder blocks 
can let water seep into the ground around 
them. 

Stabilize your soil. Make sure that bare dirt is 
not exposed during the wet season. Use plants 
for long-term stabilization, and straw, mulch, 
or plastic sheeting to temporarily protect ex-
posed areas. 

Disconnect the downspouts on your 
home's rain gutters. Leave the gutters on, but 
direct the downspout into your yard rather 
than the sewer system.  

Sweep patios and sidewalks rather than 
hosing them. Hosing wastes water and carries 
contaminants into rivers. 

Landscape with native plants instead of 
grass. This will reduce your yard's water needs. 
This will also attract wildlife such as birds and 
butterflies. 

Reduce pesticide use. Pesticides are the only 
substances intentionally introduced into our 
environment to kill living things. They can be 
dangerous to people, pets and wildlife. Al-
though farmers use more total pounds of pesti-
cides than homeowners, they use much less 
per acre than urban residents. 

Be careful with fertilizers. This includes 
natural fertilizers like compost and manure. 
While they are not as toxic as pesticides, fertil-
izers can hurt fish and wildlife by overwhelm-
ing streams with unusually high nutrient lev-
els. U.S. Geological Survey studies have found 
residues from 50 different pesticides in the 
Willamette watershed. Other watersheds have 
similar problems. 

Start a compost pile. Composting yard and 
kitchen scraps keeps waste out of landfills, and 
provides a safer source of nutrients for your 
garden. 

Clean up animal waste in your yard and else-
where to prevent it from washing into streams 
and contaminating water which others may 
drink or swim in. 

SDCs may now be paid after  
construction is complete 

In October 2010, the City Council amended an 
ordinance allowing for the deferral of system 
development charges (SDCs). 

Local residential, industrial, and commercial 
development has slowed due to the current 
national economic situation.  Local govern-
ments are looking for creative tools to stimu-
late development and construction to assist 
with economic recovery.  Front-end permitting 
fees can impact local development.  Local fees 
and charges imposed at the time of permit is-
suance consist of building permit fees, plumb-
ing and electrical fees, and system develop-
ment charges (SDCs). 

Under previous procedures, SDCs and other 
fees must be paid before any permits are is-
sued.  As a result, significant funds need to be 
expended before construction financing or sale 
proceeds become available.   Allowing a home-
builder or developer to defer payment of front-
end permitting costs such as SDCs until the 
request for issuance of a final occupancy per-
mit eases the financial burden associated with 
starting residential, industrial, and commercial 
construction.  

Anyone wishing to defer fees under the new 
program is required to execute a request for 
and consent to an enforcement agreement in 
the amount of the charges deferred on each 
real property for which a deferral is requested.  

Applicants should make their request for defer-
ment on a form provided at City Hall and sub-
mitted to the City Recorder.  Upon authoriza-
tion of the deferral, a lien will be placed on the 
legal address of the property at the Douglas 
County Clerk's office.  Any standard recording 
and satisfaction of lien fees would be added to 
the cost of the original SDC charges.  The en-
forcement agreement would authorize the City 
of Reedsport to withhold setting a water meter 
on the property for which a deferral has been 
requested, or, if the property is already receiv-
ing water service, to remove the water meter 
pursuant to Reedsport Municipal Code Section 
3.04.300, and withhold service to their property 
until the deferred charges have been paid in 
full. 

 

THE CITY OF REEDSPORT 
NEEDS YOUR HELP: 

 

Dial-A-Ride Drivers needed 

Do you want to help your 

local senior community?  

Are you reliable?  

A r e you able and willing to drive 

a large wheelchair equipped passenger 

van? 

Would you be willing to donate one day 

of time (9-4:30) a week? 

We are looking for you! 

Currently looking for regularly scheduled 

drivers for Mondays and Fridays. 

To apply, please pick up an application in 

person at Reedsport City Hall.   

. . . . . 

Budget Committee opening 

The City of Reedsport is now 
accepting applications for a 
vacancy on the Budget  
Committee.   

The remaining term of this 
position runs through December 31, 2013.    

Applicants must be eligible voters of the 
City of Reedsport.   

Applications may be picked up at Reeds-
port City Hall, 451 Winchester Avenue or 
are available on the City of Reedsport 
website at www.cityofreedsport.org.  Ap-
plications will be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled.  For questions, call  
(541) 271-3603. 



News of Discovery 

INCREASED VISITOR HOURS 

The Center has increased their visitor 
hours.  The extended hours will ac-
commodate the many travelers to the 
area, especially during ‘Spring Break’ 
and into summer. 

OPEN DAILY 

Mon.-Sat: 
March 15-Oct. 14: 9:30am-5:00pm  

Oct. 15-March 14: 10:00am-4:00pm 

Sunday:  
11:00am-4:00pm 

 
Stop by and check out all the new 
educational & unique ‘Gift Shop’ 

items arriving daily.   

 
R I V E R F R O N T  R H Y T H M S  
CONCERT SERIES 

June 24, July 8, July 22, August 12  

On the front lawn at the Center 
starting 6:30pm.  Bring your chair 
or blanket and enjoy a variety of 
music.  

 

Check out the Local Weather/River 
Height/Webcam 

www.umpquadiscoverycenter.com  

Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events    

March 7 M • City Council Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

March 7-10 M-Th • Hydrant flushing (City-wide) 

March 10 Th • Traffic Safety Advisory Meeting at 1:30pm (City Hall Conference Room) 

March 16 W • Parks and Beautification Committee Meeting at 3:00pm (City Hall Conference Room) 

March 28 M • Planning Commission Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

March 22 Tu • Senior Advisory Board Meeting at 1:00pm (Senior Center) 

March 30 W • Community Workshop on the Reedsport waterfront and downtown plan from 6:00pm-
8:00pm (Senior Center) 

April 4 M • City Council Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

April 11 M • Budget Committee Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

April 13 W • Parks and Beautification Committee Meeting at 3:00pm (City Hall Conference Room) 

April 18 M • Budget Committee Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

April 25 M • Budget Committee Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

April 26 Tu • Senior Advisory Board Meeting at 1:00pm (Senior Center) 

April 28 Th • Planning Commission Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

May 2 M • City Council Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

May 23 M • Planning Commission Meeting at 7:00pm (City Council Chambers) 

May 24 Tu • Senior Advisory Board Meeting at 1:00pm (Senior Center) 

May 28-30 Sa-M • Community garage sale (City-wide) 

June 4 Sa • Trash-to-Treasure event (City-wide) 

June 11 Sa • 10th Annual Western Douglas County Clean-up 8:00am-4:00pm (vacant lot behind 
Roseburg Forest Products building) 

4 
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Officer firearm training underway 

The Police Department has begun a quarterly firearms training program for its offi-
cers.  To facilitate the training and to keep overtime costs to a minimum, the Police 
Department is developing a training range east of town.  Officers will undergo fire-
arms training at this range four times a year; the training will typically be between the 
hours of 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Citizens who hear gunshots in the area are welcome to 
contact the Reedsport Dispatch Center to confirm that training is in progress. 

CONTACT US 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  
(541) 271-2100 

Business Hours: 24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk 
Police Chief-Mark Fandrey  
 

CITY HALL OFFICE  
(541) 271-3603 

Business Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm 
City Manager-Scott Somers  
City Recorder-Deanna Schafer 
Finance Director-Vera Koch 
Public Works Superintendant-Floyd Dollar 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  
(541) 271-2423 

Business Hours: 8am to 12pm 
Fire Chief-Tom Anderson  

 

UMPQUA DISCOVERY CENTER  
(541) 271-4816 

Business Hours: 
 Summer (3/15-10/14) 9:30am- 5:00pm 
 Winter (10/15-3/14) 10:00am-4:00pm 
UDC Director-Diane Novak  

Reedsport waterfront and downtown plan 

Come help plan for the redevelopment and future of Old 
Town Reedsport! The public is invited to a Community 
Workshop on Wednesday, March 30th at the Senior Cen-
ter from 6pm to 8pm to design the Reedsport Waterfront 
and Downtown Plan (Phase I). This fun, interactive work-
shop is hosted by Columbia Planning and Design and the 
City of Reedsport. This workshop will allow participants 
to explore land use and development scenarios for the 
waterfront and downtown area. Refreshments will be 
served at the event to keep your creative ideas flowing. 

Check out the City website at: 

www.cityofreedsport.org 

WE’RE ON  
THE  
WEB 

Stormy winter sand bags for sale 

Don’t forget! The City of Reedsport sells sand bags, 
throughout the stormy winter season, at-cost (26 cents 
each) to any citizen who wants to make preparations for 
possible short term flooding on their property.   There is a 
supply of sand located on the property next to the railroad 
tracks that is adjacent to the City Shops (890 Elm Ave).  
Any person who needs to fill sand bags can use this sand 
for that purpose. Persons interested in this program 
should come to the City Hall during business hours, Mon 
thru Fri, 8 am to 5 pm or after hours from the Police Dept. 


