
  WAVE ENERGY NEWS!! 

 

What does it mean to be an elected official?  
What are my powers and duties? Pacific Marine Energy Center 

Reedsport  has  been  selected  by 

Northwest  Natural  Marine  Renew‐

able  Energy  Commission  (NNMREC) 

as  one  of  two  communities  to  

possibly  accommodate  a  wave  

energy  testing  facility  known  as  the 

Pacific Marine Energy Center (PMEC); 

the   other   communi ty   i s  

Newport.  A final site decision will be 

made by the end of 2012. 
 

PMEC  will  be  a  test  facility  for  

prototype and commercial scale wave 

energy converters.  The site will offer 

developers  an  opportunity  to  test 

their wave energy devices.    
 

Here  are  some  of  the  positives  that 

made Reedsport a top site: 

• American Bridge; 

• Reedsport is a railroad town; 

• the  former  International  Paper 

location  with  a  substation  in  

Gardiner  as  a  potential  onshore 

infrastructure location; 

• deeper water nearer to shore; 

• the possibility of cost sharing  for 

on‐shore  infrastructure  could  be 

pursued  with  OPT  if  the  PMEC 

site  were  aligned  with  the  OPT 

site.  PMEC would still likely be on 

the outer continental shelf; 

• it  is  possible  that  economic  

development  grants  could  be  

obtained  to  assist  with  

development costs; and 

• strong  community  support,  

including Douglas County. 

Continued to last page…. 

Often times, citizens are motivated to pursue elective office because they feel strongly 
about a single issue which demands change.  When elected they find that other elected 
off ic ia ls  mainta in  s incere  personal  concerns  for  complete ly  
different issues.  This can be the most challenging job a citizen could ever have.  No 
two people completely agree about every single subject, every time.  As a Mayor or 
Councilor, a person will find the need to gain the opinion of other local citizens outside 
the normal social or work circle. 

“We, the people of the City of Reedsport, Douglas County, State of Oregon, in order to 
avail ourselves of self-determination in municipal affairs to the fullest  
extent now or hereafter possible under the Constitutions and laws of the United States of 
America and the State of Oregon, through this Charter confer upon the City of Reeds-
port the following powers, subject it to the following restrictions,  
prescribe for it the following procedures and governmental structure, and repeal all pre-
vious Charter provisions of the City of Reedsport and enact this Home Rule Charter.” 

The above statement sounds like just some legal mumbo jumbo but it is actually some 
of the most important words a person will ever read as an elected official.  It is the en-
actment clause of the City of Reedsport Home Rule Charter.  This is the document that 
lays out the powers and duties of both elected officials and other officers of the City and 
is voted on by the citizens of the Reedsport.   

The City of Reedsport operates under the Council-Manager form of government.  The 
Council consists of a Mayor and six Members nominated and elected from the City at-
large.  The Mayor serves as the political head of the City and serves a two year term.  
Counci l  Members  serve  four  year  te rms.  The  Counci l  i s  
responsible for setting policy that guides the development and provisions of  
programs and services provided to the community.   

Reedsport is a full service city which includes Police, Volunteer Fire Department, Public 
Works, Finance, City Manager’s Office, Planning, Building, Municipal Court, and the Um-
pqua Discovery Center.  The City has a total of approximately 33 regular employees and 
over 40 volunteers. A City Manager, hired by the City Council, oversees all of City of 
Reedsport operations.   

No Council member may directly or indirectly, by suggestion or otherwise,   
attempt to influence or coerce the City  Manager or a candidate for the office of City 
Manager in the appointment or removal of any City employee, or in  
administrative decisions regarding City property or contracts. Violation of this prohibi-
tion is grounds for removal from office by a majority of the Council after a  
public hearing. In council meetings, Councilors may discuss or suggest anything with 
the City Manager relating to City business.  A majority of the members of the Council 
at a Council meeting shall be necessary to decide any question before the Council. 

The best duty of an elective office is that it provides people with the opportunity to 
shape policy governing the future of the City of Reedsport.  

Deanna Schafer,  
City Recorder  
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Thursday, September 27th  
at noon 

Reedsport Branch Library  
Advisory Board 

 

Thursday, October 11th at 3pm 
Umpqua Discovery Center  

presents: 
50th Anniversary- 

Columbus Day Storm 
 

Wednesday, October 31st  
at 3pm 

Parks & Beautification  
Committee 

 

Sunday, November 4th at 2am 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

Tuesday, November 6th 
Election Day 

 

Thursday, November 8th at 4pm 
Christmas in July  

Spaghetti Feed 
Location: The Eagles Lodge 

 

Friday-Sunday, November  
30th & 31st and December 1st 
50th Annual Holiday Bazaar 

Location: Reedsport  
Community Building 

 

CITY  COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
October 1st 

November 5th 
December 3rd  

7pm in the City Council  
Chambers 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETINGS: 

September 24th 
October 22nd 

November 19th  
7pm in the City Council  

Chambers 
 

BUDGET MEETINGS: 
October 15, 2012 

7pm in the City Council  
Chambers 

A  Final Draft of the Reedsport  
 Waterfront and Downtown Plan 

is now complete and available on the 
City of Reedsport  website at:  

www.cityofreedsport.org.  

What Does the Plan Do? The plan defines the desired character of the waterfront 
and downtown areas with an overall vision supported by a future development  
strategy. The plan recommends specific land use changes and transportation  
improvements for downtown revitalization and waterfront redevelopment. The  
Waterfront and Downtown Plan also supports Economic Development because it:  

• Establishes a direction for how the downtown & waterfront should redevelop,  

• Assures private sector investment with a clear vision for the area, and  

• Enables the City to qualify for grant funding to reinvest in the community.  

Does the Plan Affect Fees? The Plan does not affect city fees, and the Plan does 
not require the city to spend money on any projects. 

The Draft Plan is proposed for adoption, along with Comprehensive Plan Text and 
Map Amendments. Public hearings will be held at City Hall before the Planning  
Commission and City Council before a final decision is made. Public comments and 
participation during the adoption process is welcome and encouraged! 

Planning Commission Public Hearing 
Monday, September 24, 2012, 7:00 pm 

City Council Public Hearing 
Monday, November 5, 2012, 7:00 pm 

UPDATE & PUBLIC HEARINGS 
SCHEDULE 

EFFECTIVE JAN-2-2013 
 

Reedsport Municipal Court 
will be held on the 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays of each 

month at 1:30pm. 



Protecting your property 
The Police Department has seen an increase in the number of property crimes 
this summer.  The thefts have ranged from property in unlocked vehicles, open 
garages and bicycles in front yards. 
 

Property stolen from unlocked vehicles, commonly referred to as “car clouts”, are 
a common means for criminals to steal valuables.  Typically, criminals intent on 
committing car clouts move through neighborhoods checking doors until they find 
a car that is not locked.  They rummage through the car looking for purses, wal-
lets, checkbooks and any other property they can quickly sell or pawn for money.  
You can reduce the risk of becoming a victim of a car clout by almost 100% 
through simply locking your vehicle. 
 

Leaving garages open is especially inviting to criminals because of the valuable 
property that is easily carried away; typically tools.  Locking garage doors is ad-
visable, but criminals seldom risk opening garage doors to commit a theft be-
cause of the noise. 
 

Bicycle thefts have risen this summer.  Criminals steal unsecured bicycles from 
front yards as both a quick means of transportation or to sell the bicycles whole, 
or in parts.  Securing bicycles in garages, locking them in front yards, or storing 
them inside a fenced back yard will significantly reduce the risk of having them 
stolen. 
 

If you do become a victim of a property theft, there are several things you can do 
to help the police recover and return your property.  First, have a list of serial 
numbers or a personal identification number for your valuable property.  Bicycles 
can be registered at the Police Department where they are assigned special 
numbers that allow the police to quickly identify the bike’s owner if it is recovered.     
 

Lock it, don’t loose it. 

Umpqua Discovery Center Presents 
‘50th Anniversary -1962 Columbus Day Storm’ 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11th AT 3:00pm  

 This year will mark the 50th anniversary of the October 12, 1962 Columbus Day Storm.  
This storm is a contender for the ‘Biggest Extratropical Cyclone of the 20th Century’.  Cape 
Blanco’s anemometer, that lost one of its cups, registered wind gusts in excess of 145 mph, 

some reports put the peak velocity at 179mph.  In less than 12 hours, over 11 billion board feet 
of timber was blown down in Northern California, Oregon and Washington combined.  This ex-
ceeded the annual timber harvest for Oregon and Washington at the time.  46 fatalities were 
attributed to the storm and 100’s were injured.  The level of emergency caused by this storm  

exceeds that of any other Pacific Northwest event in memory.  

Mr. Jim Akre will present this wonderful history program from the memories and photos that the 
Center has been gathering over the last few months. 

COST:  $2.50—Adults, $1.00—Children, UDC members are free! 

Seating limited. First 50 are guaranteed a seat.  Call 541-271-4816 for questions. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The Center needs volunteers to work in the Gift Shop.  If you are interested, please stop by and fill out a volunteer form. 

UMPQUA DISCOVERY CENTER TREASURE CHEST RECEIVES GRANT FOR ‘Tsalila Education Days’ 

The Bureau of Land Management has awarded grant funds to the Umpqua Discovery Center Treasure Chest for the Tsalila  

Education Days held in September.  These funds along with additional funding and staff support from the US Forest Service and 

Confederate Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw, will make I possible for over 1,200—3rd, 4th, & 5th grade students from 

the area learn about natural and cultural resources of the Umpqua River watershed.  Other sponsors include Umpqua Bank,  

numerous contributors & volunteers. 

Dial-A-Ride News 
On Wednesday, September 5, 2012 the 
Reedsport Dial a Ride program received 

a new phone number, but the good 
news is that when you call that number 
there will be a live person on the other 
end from 8:00am to 4:30pm; a recorder 

will take over in the evenings. 
 

Douglas County received a grant last 
year that allowed the program to estab-
lish a central dispatch system.  The goal 
is to have one phone number, no matter 
where you are in Douglas County that 

will enable you to schedule public trans-
portation.  Due to the advanced technol-
ogy available today the dispatchers will 
be able to calculate where a person is 
located and how long it will take that 
person to get where they need to go 

using this service. 
 

The same volunteers 
will still be driving and 
the schedule is still 

made up the day be-
fore a ride is needed. 

 
 

1-888-232-8121 

 



  City Hall | (541) 271-3603 |Monday-Friday from 9am to 5pm | www.cityofreedsport.org 
 Police Department | (541) 3271-2019 | Monday-Friday 24hrs/day 

 Fire Department | (541) 271-2423 | Monday-Friday from 8am to noon 
Umpqua Discovery enter | (541) 271-4816 | Monday-Sunday: Summer hours are 9:30am-5pm, Winter hours are 10am-4pm 

Reedsport’s RV dump station 
remodel reduces maintenance 
The existing RV sewage dump was under sized 
for modern RV's. The pumps and electrical cir-
cuitry  were also aging, resulting in after hour call outs, as the pumps 
clogged and tripped out. A considerable amount of time was also spent 
maintaining the facility on a daily basis in an effort to avoid these  
occurrences. 

A gravity sewer, eliminating the need to replace and  maintain a pump  
station, was constructed. 

The above mentioned Phase 1, was completed on July 31, 2012. Phase 2 
will be the installation of a vertical hose hook up replacing the unpopular 
horizontal drain still in use. Landscaping and pavement will also be  
restored. 

 
Pacific Marine Energy Center—continued from cover... 

 

Why support  this project? Marine  renewable energy  is close  to our coastline 

reducing  transmission  costs;  it  provides  an  emission  free  source  of  energy, 

moving  the  nation  away  from  fossil  fuels;  and  will  help  create  jobs  and  

economic growth.   
 

For more information visit:  

http://www.oregonwave.org/ or http://nnmrec.oregonstate.edu/ 

Ocean Power Technologies and Reedsport OPT Wave Park, LLC 

Oregon Power Technologies (OPT) also brings BIG news to Reedsport!  The US 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  (FERC) has  just  issued OPT  a 35‐year 

license for their 1.5MW wave park.   

OPT  is developing  the  first commercial wave power station  in North America 

off  the  shore of Reedsport.   Last month anchors were  set approximately 2.5 

miles offshore in preparation of the deployment of their first buoy.  The buoy 

is  scheduled  for deployment  in  early October.   OPT will  eventually  launch 9 

more buoys for a total of 10, which will be grid connected and could generate 

enough power for about 1,000 homes. 

How does  it work? The system  is based on modular, 

ocean‐going  buoys  that  capture  and  convert  wave 

energy into electricity.  Each buoy contains an under‐

sea substation pod to collect the power and a power 

transmission cable to deliver it to an electric grid.  An 

individual buoy has a capacity of 150 kilowatts. 

Check out the OPT website to find more information, 

get the latest news releases, and view the Reedsport 

Wave Energy Project Newsletter at: 

http://www.oceanpowertechnologies.com/reedsport.html  

Fire safety tips 

Just a reminder...be fire safe when  
barbequing and cooking outdoors to avoid 
tragedy . From 2007  throuh 2011, there 
were 195 grill related fires in Oregon, re-
sulting in eight injuries and more than $3.8 
million in property loss.  
 

Outdoor cooking safety tips:  
• Only use propane and charcoal grills 

outdoors.  
• Place grills away from home siding, 

deck railings, and out from under eaves 
and overhanging branches.  

• Place your grill a safe distance from 
play areas and foot traffic.  

• Keep children and pets away from the 
grilling area; declare a 3 foot safe zone 
around the grill.  

• Periodically remove grease or fat 
buildup in trays below the grill so it  
cannot be ignited by a hot grill.  

• For propane grills, make sure to check 
the propane cylinder hose for leaks. A 
light soap and water solution applied to 
the hose will release bubbles if  
escaping propane is detected.  

• Only use proper starter fluid for char-
coal grills. Remember to keep it out of 
reach of children and away from heat 
sources. Never add starter fluid when 
coals or kindling are already ignited. 

• Dispose of ashes properly.  Even if they 
feel cool, treat them as if they were hot 
by soaking them with water and placing 
them into a nonflammable container. 
Store the container away from the side 
of your home or other things that can 
burn. 

You can view grilling safety videos and 
download national data on grill fires and a 
grilling safety tip sheet from the National 
Fire Protection Association website. 

http://www.oregonwave.org/�
http://www.oceanpowertechnologies.com/reedsport.html�
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