
MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION OCTOBER 6, 2003, 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:
Mayor Keith Tymchuk

Councilors Russ Ekstrom, Ruth Hash, Richard Oba, Garth Pollard, Stan Washington and Debbie Williams




Student Councilor Kelly Merschel




Pro-Tem City Manager, John Cable




City Attorney, Steve Miller

OTHERS PRESENT:
Roy & Velma Ayres, Jackie Degman, Floyd Dollar, Janelle Evans, Marc Fullhart, Gary & Twinkie Goorhuis, Bob Gross, Vera Koch, Mia Langley, Al Lauderbaugh, John Lechuga, Debbie McKinney, Diane Novak, Matt Smart, Russ & Vicki Smith, Dennis Swartz, Heather Vail

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

PROCLAMATION:

Lights on Afterschool

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five minutes per item, please.

Mr. Roy Ayres, 500 Regents, was questioning the stormwater fee and advised that all of the rain water drains to the creek.  
Council advised that all City residents benefit from the storm water drainage system by using the public streets.

Mr. Dennis Swartz, 1921 Cedar, reports of dog problem at Lion’s Park.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed on the Business Agenda. 

1.
Approve minutes of the Regular Council meeting of August 25, 2003.

2.
Approve minutes of the Regular Council meeting of September 8, 2003.

3.
Approve minutes of the Special Council meeting of September 24, 2003.

4.   Shall the City Council accept a Coastal Planning Grant from the Oregon Department of      
Land Conservation and Development?  (Council Letter 003-109)

Annually the Federal Government allocates money to the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) to implement Coastal Planning.  A portion of that money is passed on to the local jurisdictions to fund activities necessary to implement certain provisions of their comprehensive plans and to address coastal goals and issues.

In the past the grant amount has been determined based solely on the City’s population which has resulted in an annual award of $3,000.  This year, as a result of legislative directives, the grant amount has been increased to $5,000 to account for major coastal goal issues and resource management issues facing local jurisdictions.  

This grant requires a 100% match which can be in kind services provided as part of our required land use planning activities.

It is recommended that the City Council accept a Coastal Planning Grant from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development in the amount of $5,000; and authorize the Mayor to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City. 


*1.
Accept a Coastal Planning Grant from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development in the amount of $5,000; and authorize the Mayor to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City.
5.
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Hash moved that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as presented.

Councilor Williams seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as presented.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)



The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Hash moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as presented.

Councilor Ekstrom seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as presented.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)



The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

Regular Business:
1.
Shall the City Council revise the Gardiner Sanitary System Pump Station and Flow 
Meter Maintenance and Repair contract with the City?  (Council Letter 003-110)

In December of 1991, the City of Reedsport and the Gardiner Sanitary District entered into a contract for the maintenance and repair of the Gardiner pump station and flow meter.  According to the contract, the City of Reedsport will provide routine repair and maintenance services for the pump station and flow meter at the same level of frequency that such services are furnished for the Reedsport pump stations.  This requires daily checks of the Gardiner station by wastewater personnel.

Originally, when this agreement was executed, Gardiner did not have any paid staff, so the City agreed to provide this service.  However, since that time, Gardiner has hired a part time wastewater worker, but the City has continued to monitor the pump station and make repairs.  Not only does this agreement add to the work load of the wastewater personnel, it also exposes the City to a possible liability if an overflow occurred due to lack of maintenance, repair or operator error.  

Due primarily to concern over potential liability for the City, staff is recommending that this contract be revised.  

Ms. Jackie Degman, Gardiner Sanitary District, expressed concerns regarding having their part-time employee take over the daily checks of the Gardiner station.  
Councilor Pollard moved that the City Council direct staff to send a written notice to Gardiner Sanitary District advising them of the City's desire to revise the contract and set up a joint meeting between the Council and Sanitary District.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:


that the City Council direct staff to send a written notice to Gardiner Sanitary District 
advising them of the City's desire to revise the contract and set up a joint meeting 
between the Council and Sanitary District.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

7

NAYES
0


(Mayor Tymchuk, Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)



The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

City Attorney Steve Miller discussed the issue of continuing, eliminating, or having the Chamber of Commerce take over the two (2) Reedsport websites.  

Council would like to further discuss this issue at the October 13, 2003 Budget Meeting.

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Matt Smart, Reedsport Activity Park (RAP) member, asked if any of the Council had questions or concerns regarding the use of the Reedsport Skateboard Park.

Mayor Keith Tymchuk advised that a letter was received by the City Council complaining about the Skate Park policy of allowing skaters only and not access to bikes.   Ms. Twinkie Goorhuis (RAP) addressed the issue in a letter and advised that the purpose and intent of the park was to be a skaters park only and addressed concerns regarding liability issues and damage to the park by bicycles.

Mayor Tymchuk said that the Council approved a skate park for use by skateboards and inline skates only and the City Council was in full consensus.

2.
Receive Quarterly Financial Report.
Assistant Financial Officer Vera Koch presented the quarterly financial report.  The rotation of bank accounts with financial institutions and the ability to accept credits card payments are issues to be researched.  Koch also notified the Council of the $54,000 shortfall in the General Fund and advised this would be discussed further in the next budget meeting.
Miscellaneous Items: 
(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

Mayor Tymchuk advised of the “Souper Supper” fund raiser for the Umpqua Discovery Center and the Skatepark Grand Opening on Saturday, October 11th.
Councilor Washington would like to remind the public that the City Ordinances are available for viewing at City Hall.

Councilor Ekstrom noted that RCLC is doing a fantastic job.

Councilor Hash advised that a citizen was concerned on what to do in a Tsunami and asked why the City did not participate in the Tsunami Drill?

City Manager Pro-Tem Jay Cable advised that a press release on Tsunami’s would be given to the public to advise them on ‘what to do’ and ‘where to go’ if a Tsunami threatened our area. 

Cable advised that Tsalila was a huge success again this year.  While the weather was threatening all week, it cleared off and was almost perfect during the three day event.  Nearly 2000 school children enjoyed the festival and learned a lot about our Lower Umpqua ecosystem.

Cable said the slide below the Crestview access road caused by a customer’s leak, which drained the Crestview reservoir, seems to be stabilized.  The City suggested to them that repair should take place before the winter rains.  

Cable reminded the Council that the League of Oregon Cities conference is November 13 – 15.  There is a brief description of the sessions available in the September issue of the Local Focus.  While there isn’t a lot of money in the City Council travel and training budget, the conference is well worth the money, especially for new councilors.

Cable advised that the logging site out Crestview has been helicopter sprayed with a herbicide to kill back the vegetation and will be planted soon.  The spraying was done in conjunction with another logging operation, so the City got the spraying done at a lower price than originally quoted.

Cable said that with most logging sites, there is a lot of wood remaining that is not suitable for a sawmill’s use or enough for a full load of any one species.  The City will be opening the area up for wood cutting permits soon for some additional revenue.  A copy of ORS 105.682, which exempts land owners from liability in such activities, was given to the Council.  

Cable said that Dan Welch, Public Services Director, has contracted with another engineering firm (H.G.E.) to look at the library roof.  His bid to repair the roof is within the $50,000 allotted for the project.  It is thought that the project may be completed prior to the winter rains, which would eliminate further damage to the building.

Cable advised that the City received notice from Robert Franz’s office that the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the United States District Court Judge Ann Aiken’s Opinion and Order granting Defendant City of Reedsport’s Motion for Summary Judgment in the case of B. J. Jones v. Meier, et al.
Floyd Dollar, Public Utilities Superintendent, updated the Council on the water utility billing.  There were some errors found and all of the utility billings have been checked and corrected.

City Attorney Steve Miller mentioned that the City has two web sites (“Reedsport.com” & Reedsport.org”) and asked the Council if they wish to continue with the expenditure of keeping the sites.  He also said that maybe the Chamber of Commerce would be interested in taking them over.  The Council requested further research.

ADJOURN.







______________________________







Mayor Keith Tymchuk

ATTEST:

________________________ 

John D. Cable, City Recorder
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