
MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION JULY 21, 2003, 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

PRESENT:
Councilors Russ Ekstrom, Ruth Hash, Garth Pollard, Richard Oba, Stan Washington and Debbie Williams




Student Councilor Kelly Merschel




Pro-Tem City Manager, John Cable




City Attorney, Steve Miller

ABSENT:


Mayor Keith Tymchuk

OTHERS PRESENT:
Sid Boddy, Floyd Dollar, Janelle Evans, John Fogarty, Bob Gross, Portia Harris, Doris Hedges, Vera Koch, Mary Lindeman, Clyde Manning, Marion McWherter, Nonnie McWherter, Victoria Morrison, Heather Vail, Bob Wagenschutz, Dan Welch, Howard Yune

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five minutes per item, please.

Ms. Victoria Morrison, 2015 Greenwood, stated she had read the newspaper regarding the city manager position and how many people supported Bob Gross and that she felt he was probably a well qualified man, however, she was concerned about putting so much power in the hands of one person.  She commended the City Council members who are holding out on electing him for both positions.  She stated she also had a concern that if it is pushed that he is hired, that she has heard that it would save the City money as they would only pay one salary.  She said that this didn’t make much sense that she assumed that he would be paid full salary for both City Manager and Chief of Police.  She asked what the salary would if he were appointed City Manager.  She also questioned if the Chief of Police did not feel the need to concentrate wholly on his efforts as Chief of Police in Reedsport.  There is a significant drug problem with the youth and she thought that he would want to spend most of his energies in coming up with programs and working on that basis.  

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed on the Business Agenda. 

1.
Approve minutes of the Regular Council meeting of July 7, 2003.

2.
Shall the City Council approve establishment of an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Reedsport School District #105 to continue to provide for a School Resource Officer Program? (Council Letter 003-094)

3.
Shall the City Council authorize the City Manager Pro-Tem to hire non-department head employees?  (Council Letter 003-095)

4.
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar.

Council Hash stated she would like Item #2 removed from the Consent Calendar.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as amended.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as amended. 

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)



The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

BUSINESS AGENDA:

Rules for receiving public input on Business Agenda items are available at the meeting.

1.
Motion to approve the Business Agenda.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as amended and remove the current Item #3 from the Business Agenda and add in its place that the City Council allow change orders under $5,000 for the Gardiner Waterline Project.

Councilor  Hash seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve the Business Agenda as amended.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
Regular Business:
1.
Public Hearing for Planning Commission recommendation regarding amendments to the Reedsport Zoning Ordinance.  (Council Letter 003-096)
In January of 2002 the City of Reedsport applied for and received a grant from the Department of Land Conservation and Development to review and update the Reedsport Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Commission reviewed each section of the zoning ordinance for compliance with statewide planning goals, Oregon Land Use Laws, language clarity, and evaluated policy changes.  The proposed revisions are the results of a year- long review of the Ordinance by the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission held the first public hearing regarding the proposed changes on June 17, 2003.  A notice of the public hearing was sent to all property owners within the Reedsport City limits.  The meeting was well attended and the proposed changes seemed to be acceptable with those present.  

Due to the legal complexity of a land use hearings the City Attorney Steve Miller has agreed to handle the public hearing procedures for the meeting.  

It is recommended that the Council approve the Planning Commission recommendation for changes to the zoning ordinance and that a new Ordinance be prepared for adoption.  

City Attorney Steve Miller conducted the public hearing in the following order:  staff report, comments from citizens in favor and citizens against and questions regarding the amendment.

Janelle Evans, Community Service Director, asked if there were any conflicts of interest or any ex-parte contacts from the Councilors.   Councilor Washington stated he wasn’t sure if he had a conflict but that he owned residential and commercial property and worked for a company that owns industrial and commercial property.  Steve Miller stated that if something came up during the course of the discussion and if Councilor Washington or any of the Councilors felt that they might have a conflict of interest that they should address it at that time.   

Ms. Evans stated that the Councilors had received a copy of the draft staff report and the draft ordinance.  She said that the Planning Commission had been working on the project for almost two (2) years.  She gave a background of the hearing notice that was received by the property owners and the contents.  She outlined the proposed changes in the Zoning Ordinance.

Discussion was held.

Mr. Alex Langley, stated that the area needs sustainable economic development.  He stated that he has heard it is difficult for businesses to establish themselves in Reedsport.  He inquired if the City was going to encourage businesses to come to Reedsport or discourage them.

Ms. Evans stated that the changes made in the commercial zone basically have no restrictive affect other than the one regarding other uses not specified.  She stated that no uses had been changed in the commercial zones but uses had been added in the commercial and industrial zone.  She stated that businesses are always encouraged to come to Reedsport.

Discussion was held.

Mr. Langley asked about a gas station that had trouble getting a sign permit.

Ms. Evans stated that this was outlined in the zoning ordinance and there were procedures for processing sign permits.

Mr. Marion McWherter, 2125 Elm Avenue, stated that his question was answered regarding rebuilding if a house burned down in a commercial zone.  

Mr. Clyde Manning, 375 S. 21st, stated he was concerned about activities on property located at 2063 Cedar.   For the last 3-4 years, there has been an ongoing body and fender and automotive repair shop in a residential zone with repairs being done both on and off the street.  Several neighbors within 200’ of the residence have complained about the noise, smell of the paint and added traffic.    He stated this reflects the value of his property.  

City staff stated that they had not received any complaints but would look into the matter.

Mr. Alex Langley asked about roof mounted signs and Ms. Evans advised that this was not allowed but that there are some of these signs that were in place before this change was made years ago.

Doris Hedges, 1085 1st, Gardiner, asked about the signs that were currently in place that were non-confirming and Ms. Evans stated that there were not required to remove them, however if they were destroyed they could not be replaced.

Councilor Hash thanked Janelle and asked that Janelle thank all the Planning Commissioners for their hard work in updating the Zoning Ordinance.

Council President Ekstrom closed the public hearing.

Councilor Hash moved that the Council accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission including adoption of the Staff Findings and authorize the preparation of a new Ordinance for adoption.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the Council accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission including adoption of the Staff Findings and authorize the preparation of a new Ordinance for adoption.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion
2.
Hold a Public Hearing for a Supplemental Budget for Fiscal Year 2003 / 004.

Shall the City Council adopt a Resolution adopting a Supplemental Budget for Fiscal Year 2003 /004? (Council Letter 003-097)

A supplemental budget and budget revisions are needed in order to adjust the annual operating budget.  These budget revisions are needed to provide for expenditures and revenue that were not anticipated when the budget was adopted.  This is the first budget revision of the 2003 / 004 fiscal year.  None of the recommended adjustments increase the property tax levy rate.  The following information is provided regarding the recommended adjustments.

GENERAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTMENT FUND (#025)

This budget adjustment affects Page 225 of the current Adopted Budget for Fiscal Year 2003 / 004.

REVENUES


The Beginning Balance line item (411100; page 219) will be increased by $74,000.

The net Revenues change in this fund is an increase of $74,000.

EXPENDITURES

Under Capital Outlay;


The Building Improvements line item (712500; page 220) expense will be increased by $50,000.


The Public Safety Equipment line item (722700; page 220) expense will be increased by $24,000.

The net Expenditures change in this fund is an increase of $74,000.

Thus, it is recommended that the Council adopt a Resolution adopting a Supplemental Budget and Budget revisions for Fiscal Year 2003 / 004; and that Resolution 2003-019 be assigned as the title.

City Attorney Steve Miller conducted a public hearing on the supplemental budget for the fiscal year 2003 / 004.

A staff report was given by Assistant Finance Officer Bob Wagenschutz.

Councilor Williams asked that the $50,000 allocated to the Public Library not be ear marked for the library but remain in the general capital improvement fund.

Discussion was held.

Mr. Alex Langley, stated he went around the library and cut down weeds and wondered why the grounds were not being maintained.  

Council President Russ Ekstrom stated that the City did not have the manpower to maintain the property, that it was voluntary and wondered if Mr. Langley would like to volunteer to keep the library grounds up.

Discussion was held.

Council President Ekstrom closed the public hearing.

Councilor Oba moved that the City Council adopt a Resolution adopting a Supplemental Budget and Budget revisions for Fiscal Year 2003 / 004; and assign Resolution 2003-019 as the title and that the line item for the library be deleted and returned to the general capital improvement fund.

Councilor Williams seconded the motion.

Discussion was held.

MOTION:

that that the City Council adopt a Resolution adopting a Supplemental Budget and Budget revisions for Fiscal Year 2003 / 004; and assign Resolution 2003-019 as the title and that the line item for the library be deleted and returned to the general capital improvement fund.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

5

NAYES
1


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard and Williams voted in favor of the motion and Councilor Washington voted in opposition of the motion.)





The motion passed with a 5-1 vote.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.
3A.
Shall the City Council approve establishment of an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Reedsport School District #105 to continue to provide for a School Resource Officer Program? (Council Letter 003-094)
The Reedsport Police Department implemented a School Resource Officer program with the assistance of a Federal Grant in 1996. The grant ended in 1999 and funding to continue the program has come from the Lower Umpqua Hospital, Reedsport School District #105 and the City of Reedsport. The City and Reedsport School District #105 have drafted an Intergovernmental Agreement to continue the SRO program during the 2003-004 school year.

It is recommended that the City Council approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Reedsport School District #105 to continue to provide for a School Resource Officer Program during the 2003 -004 school year.

Councilor Hash asked what the cost to the City is for the school resource officer program.

Police Chief Bob Gross advised that the cost to the City is for training, police car, uniform, gas, etc. and for the salary between approximately June 20th and August 20th when he provides relief for officers during the summer months.  He stated that this agreement was approved by the Reedsport School Board on July 16, 2003.

Discussion was held.

Councilor Washington moved that the City Council approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Reedsport School District #105 to continue to provide for a School Resource Officer Program during the 2003-004 school year.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Reedsport School District #105 to continue to provide for a School Resource Officer Program during the 2003-004 school year.

VOTE: 

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

3.
Shall the City Council authorize the City Manager Pro-Tem to sign change orders less than $5,000.00 for the Gardiner Waterline Project?
City Manager Pro-Tem Jay Cable stated the City was in the midst of a multi-million dollar project for the Gardiner Waterline Project and from time to time change orders occur and need to be signed in a very timely fashion.  The City felt that it would be appropriate for the City Manager Pro-Tem to be authorized to sign on behalf of the City for change orders less than $5,000.00.

Councilor Williams moved that the City Council authorize the City Manager Pro-Tem to sign change orders for the Gardiner Waterline Project for less than $5,000.00.

Councilor Hash seconded the motion.

Discussion was held.

MOTION:

that the City Council authorize the City Manager Pro-Tem to sign change orders for
the Gardiner Waterline Project for less than $5,000.00.

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

4.
Shall the City Council authorize the capital equipment purchase of a pump for the 7th Street storm water pump station?  (Council Letter 003-099)
During the spring of 2003, much of the Holly Knolls area experienced unusual flooding.  Public Services Director Dan Welch found after close inspection of the 7th Street Stormwater pump station, that in addition to a dysfunctional tide gate, the 40 HP stormwater pump had developed a huge hole.  During the heavy spring rainfall, the pump had worked overtime doing nothing but re-circulating the floodwater.  In the Stormwater Facilities Report, Brown & Caldwell Engineering recommended to upgrade operation of the facility from a 40 HP pump to a 60 HP pump to meet the flow requirements.  

Public Services Director Dan Welch is striving to complete the upgrade as recommended in the facilities plan before the onset of the next rainy season.  He has obtained an approximate quote for the 60 HP pump from the last previous Stormwater pump low bidder as follows: 

FNW Pump 




$18,864.35

Reedsport Municipal Code 2.16.070 requires any contract for public improvement projects over $5,000 to go out for competitive bid, except for an emergency situation as provided for under Reedsport Municipal Code 2.16.090.  If a determination of such an emergency is declared by the City Council, the public improvement project may be authorized without the lengthy process of competitive bidding.  The normal time involved in competitive bidding is approximately four weeks.  In addition to the time allowed for competitive bidding is a 90-day lead-time for the vendor to build and deliver the equipment.  The addition of the competitive bidding process could put the pump installation as late as mid November 2003 at which time the rainy season is typically well under way.

Due to the imminent need for finishing this project before the winter rains begin, it is recommended that City Council declare an emergency and authorize the capital equipment purchase of a 60 HP pump for the 7th Street storm water pump station to be exempt from competitive bidding at a cost not to exceed $19,000.

Dan Welch, Public Services Director, briefed the council on the need for the new pump. 

Discussion was held.

Councilor Washington moved that the City Council declare an emergency and authorize the capital equipment purchase of a 60 HP pump for the 7th Street storm water pump station to be exempt from competitive bidding at a cost not to exceed $19,000.00.

Councilor Pollard seconded the motion.

MOTION:

that the City Council declare an emergency and authorize the capital equipment purchase of a 60 HP pump for the 7th Street storm water pump station to be exempt from competitive bidding at a cost not to exceed $19,000.00 and to obtain two (2) additional quotes by phone or fax.

VOTE:

A vote was taken on the motion with the following results:


AYES

6

NAYES
0


(Councilors Ekstrom, Hash, Oba, Pollard, Washington and Williams voted in favor of the motion.)





The motion passed unanimously.

Student Councilor Merschel cast an advisory vote in favor of the motion.

5.
Receive report from Chainsaw Carving Placement Committee.


Doris Hedges, a member of the Chainsaw Carving Placement Committee, briefed the Council on the status of the committee’s projects.  She advised that a new Eagle carving had been received and will be placed on the south end of town by the Reedsport High School next to the “Welcome to Reedsport” sign.  She also advised that the committee discussed establishing a fund for the upkeep of the carvings in the future.  

Discussion was held.

6.
Receive the June Financial Report.
Assistant Finance Officer Bob Wagenschutz gave the June financial report.

Discussion was held.

Future Business:

1.
(None) 
Reading by title only (Copies are available for public inspection in the office of the City Recorder).

 Miscellaneous Items:

(Mayor, Councilors, Student Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney)

Councilor Williams stated it was a nice parade and wished more of the Councilors could have been present.

Councilor Oba commented about the fiscal problems facing cities.  

City Manager Pro-Tem Jay Cable advised that the League of Oregon Cities conference is coming up on November 13-16.  The City has budgeted $510 for Travel and Training.  For new attendees, the registration fee is about $150 and $175 for others, the elected officials workshop is $50.  There are other options available at different prices.  The City needs to start making plans soon for who will attend and what sessions they will attend.  This seminar provides invaluable information to elected officials, especially if they are newly elected.  To save money, travel will be provided in the City van since the conference is in Eugene. 

Cable advised that this is Mr. Wagenschutz last council meeting as he is retiring (again) at the end of the month.

Cable stated that Oceanfest was again a huge success.  The parade went off without a hitch thanks to the Police and Fire Departments and the public services crew. 

ADJOURN:







______________________________







Council President Russ Ekstrom

ATTEST:

________________________ 

John D. Cable, City Recorder
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