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MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION OCTOBER 6, 
2014 7:00 P.M. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

PRESENT:
 Councilors Frank Barth DeeDee Murphy, Linda McCollum, 

Debby Turner, Kathi Wall-Meyer and Diane Essig  

 Mayor Keith Tymchuk  

City Manager, Jonathan Wright 
       

OTHERS PRESENT

 

: Vera Koch, Deanna Schafer, John Stokes, Ed O’Carroll, 
Debbie McKinney, Chief Duane Wisehart,  Dennis Swartz, 
Keith Grunberg, Leslee Callier, Chris Boice, Steve Lindsley 
(Umpqua Post) 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. 
This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
not

 

 on the Agenda.  
Maximum of five minutes per item, please. 

Mr. Chris Boice, a candidate for Douglas County Commission, introduced himself.  He 
said that he is working on coming over to the Coast and learning what issues are here.    
 
Mr. Dennis Swartz presented on his dissatisfaction of the Council’s actions.   
 
2. 
 

PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS 

3. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was amended to remove item A. This item will be moved to the November 3, 
2014 meeting.   
 
Councilor Frank Barth motioned to approve the Agenda as amended. 

 
Councilor Kathi Wall-Meyer seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  approve the Agenda as amended. 
 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  7  NAYES 
  

0  
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(Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, Essig, Murphy, Turner, Wall-
Meyer and McCollum voted in favor of the motion.) 
 
Mayor Keith Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 
  
5. 

Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require 
discussion by the Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as 
one item.  In the event that a Councilor or citizen requests that an item be 
discussed, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed under 
General Business.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Approve minutes of the work session of September 8, 2014. 

   
B. Approve minutes of the regular session of September 8, 2014. 

 
Councilor Diane Essig motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilor Linda McCollum seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  7  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, Essig, Murphy, Turner, Wall-
Meyer and McCollum voted in favor of the motion.) 
 
Mayor Keith Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously. 

 
6. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
A. Shall the City Council move forward with DOGAMI/FEMA flood plain Mapping?  

 
This item was removed from the agenda; it will be discussed at the November 3, 2014 
regular meeting.   

 



 

 
 
City Council Minutes of October 10, 2014 

Page 3 of 6 
 

 

B. Shall the City Council adopt an Ordinance granting a non-exclusive 
telecommunications franchise to Coastcom, Inc. and assign 2014-1135 as the 
title? 

 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that CoastCom Inc. has requested the Reedsport 
City Council consider a franchise agreement that would grant CoastCom a non-
exclusive privilege to use the public rights-of-way to construct and maintain 
telecommunication facilities within the corporate limits of the City.  CoastCom is a 
privately held company based out of Newport, Oregon and providing a broad array of 
communication services such as internet and telephone via fiber and copper 
transmission lines.  
 
The proposed telecommunications franchise agreement with CoastCom Inc. includes a 
fee equal to 5% of annual gross revenue.  
 
Councilor Frank Barth motioned to adopt an Ordinance granting a non-exclusive 
telecommunications franchise to Coastcom, Inc. and assign 2014-1135 as the title? 

 
Councilor Kathi Wall-Meyer seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  adopt an Ordinance granting a non-exclusive 
telecommunications franchise to Coastcom, Inc. and assign 2014-1135 as the 
title? 

 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  7  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, Essig, Murphy, Turner, Wall-
Meyer and McCollum voted in favor of the motion.) 
 
Mayor Keith Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously. 

 
C. Shall the City Council adopt an Ordinance establishing a tax on the sale of 

Marijuana and Marijuana-infused products and assign 2014-1136 as the title?  
 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that Measure 91, an initiative to legalize recreational 
Marijuana, is slated to be considered by Oregon voters this November. The Measure 
contains language that has been interpreted to read that, after the effective date of the 
measure, no City of the State shall impose a tax or fee on the sale of Marijuana. This 
includes both recreational and medical sales unless this language is later modified by 
the Legislature. Because the language of Measure 91 does not specifically repeal a 
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local Marijuana tax in effect at the time of the measure’s passage, it can be argued that 
this language would not pre-empt this taxation Ordinance if it is adopted by the Council. 
 
There is nothing in current Oregon law that prohibits a local government from taxing 
Marijuana; however, it should be noted that the enactment of this Ordinance is clouded 
by the City’s Charter as amended by Measure 10-119 which will require this matter to 
go to a vote. It is too late to get it on for this November’s election; therefore, will have to 
go on the spring ballot. This could weaken the City’s position of pre-emption as the 
Charter language says enactment can only occur after ratification by the voters.  
  
The City cannot present to Council on what the financial impact is as there is no way of 
reliably determining what the potential number of customers for either medical 
marijuana or recreational marijuana might be.   
 
Just for reference, the City of Boulder, CO (pop. 101,808), has collected $335,697 in FY 
’14 medical marijuana sales taxes through April. Boulder began collection taxes on the 
recreational marijuana in February 2014 and through April has collected just under 
$254,000. Boulder imposes a sales tax 3.56% on medical marijuana and 7.06% on 
recreational marijuana.  
 
Councilor Kathi Wall-Meyer motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 2014-1136 approving a tax 
on the sale of Marijuana and Marijuana infused products. 
 
Councilor Diane Essig seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  approve the Consent adopt Ordinance No. 2014-1136 
approving a tax on the sale of Marijuana and Marijuana infused products. 

 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  7  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, Essig, Murphy, Turner, Wall-
Meyer and McCollum voted in favor of the motion.) 
 
Mayor Keith Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously. 

 
D. Shall the City Council adopt an Ordinance amending the Reedsport Municipal Code 

Chapter 9.20.010, “Offenses by or against minors”, and assign 2014-1137 as the 
title?  

 
Chief Duane Wisehart said that the existing Municipal Code provisions neglect to take 
into account a prohibition against juvenile, school age children that are either 
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suspended or expelled from regular school or are on “home studies” or some other 
alternative form of education. Without this Ordinance change these juveniles are free to 
loiter about the city unsupervised during regular school hours. This amendment/change 
in the Municipal Code will make it unlawful for all juveniles to be out during regular 
school hours, without lawful purpose or permission, as is currently listed in the existing 
Code sections. 
 
Municipal Code violations are regulated and enforced by the Reedsport Police 
Department,   based upon a call for service from a citizen or personal observation by an 
officer.    
 
Fines issued for the violations of this Ordinance will have a negligible effect on the City’s 
budget.   
 
Councilor Diane Essig motioned to adopt an Ordinance amending the Reedsport 
Municipal Code Chapter 9.20.010, “Offenses by or against minors”, and assign 2014-
1137 as the title. 
 
Councilor Debby Turner seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  adopt an Ordinance amending the Reedsport Municipal 
Code Chapter 9.20.010, “Offenses by or against minors”, and assign 2014-1137 
as the title. 

 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  7  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, Essig, Murphy, Turner, Wall-
Meyer and McCollum voted in favor of the motion.) 
 
Mayor Keith Tymchuk declared the motion passed unanimously. 

 
7. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
Councilor Kathi Wall-Meyer gave a report on the Reedsport Farmer’s Market.  The last 
day will be Halloween.  Kathi also left information on measure 92 a GMO labeling 
initiative.   
 
Councilor McCollum thanked Kathi for her leadership in getting the market event 
established.   
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Councilor Frank Barth gave a recap of the meeting with the International Wood Culture 
Society that came to Reedsport to view carvings.  City Manager Jonathan Wright said 
that he posted pictures of the visit on the City Facebook page.   
 
Diane Essig said that she and Councilor McCollum both attended the League of Oregon 
City Conference recently and that it was very helpful to meet other Councilors from 
other Cities that have very similar issues.      

 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL OCTOBER 6, 

2014 CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
PRESENT:                           Mayor Keith Tymchuk, Councilors Frank Barth, 

DeeDee Murphy, Linda McCollum, Kathi Wall-Meyer, Diane 
Essig and Debby Turner  

 
    City Manager Jonathan Wright 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Deanna Schafer 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
A. Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h) To consult with counsel concerning the legal 

rights and duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely 
to be filed. 
 

B. Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(i) To review and evaluate the employment-related 
performance of the chief executive officer of any public body who does not 
request an open hearing.   

 
ADJOURN 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Mayor, Keith Tymchuk     
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Deanna Schafer, City Recorder 
 


