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MINUTES OF THE REEDSPORT CITY COUNCIL JANUARY 8, 2018, 7:00 P.M. CITY 
HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Linda McCollum 

Councilors DeeDee Murphy, Leslee Collier, Mark Bedard, 
Rich Patten and Debby Turner.  Student Councilor Claire 
Havener. 

City Manager, Jonathan Wright 

City Attorney, Steve Miller 

       
OTHERS PRESENT: Diane Novak, Chief Wisehart, John Stokes, Joe Coyne, 

Ellen Anderson, Ron Eberlein, Deborah Yates, Darrion 
Dolan, Mark Thomas, Diane Lyddon, Darlene Ash, Victoria 
Lavallee, Debbie McKinney 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
2. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

This time is reserved for citizens to comment on items that are not on the Agenda.  Maximum of five 
minutes per item, please. 
 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS 
 
4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Councilor Mark Bedard motioned to approve the Agenda.  
 
Councilor seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  approve the Agenda.  
 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 
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5. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
Routine items of business that require a vote but are not expected to require discussion by the 
Council are placed on the Consent Calendar and voted upon as one item.  In the event that a 
Councilor or citizen requests that an item be discussed, it will be removed from the Consent 
Calendar and placed under General Business.  

 
A. Approve minutes of the City Council Work Session of December 4, 2017. 

 
B. Approve minutes of the City Council Regular meeting of December 4, 2017. 

 
C. Shall the City Council approve the removal of two water meters from docks taken 

out of service at the Salmon Harbor Marina?  
 
The City was notified by Salmon Harbor Marina administration in early December that 
docks D and E are beyond their useful life and were taken out of service in May of 2013.  
Both of the docks included water service which were fed and monitored by water meters 
and backflow devices.  Access ways to the docks have been removed and water lines 
to both meters have been removed and are no longer in service. 
 
According to Salmon Harbor, it is not anticipated that docks will be replaced which is 
due to the combination of the construction costs and costly environmental constraints 
that would be required.   
 
As a result, Salmon Harbor is requesting removal of the meters in order to save any 
further monthly minimum charges that have totaled over $2,200 since May, 2013. 
 
The only fiscal impact is the loss of monthly revenue as a result of the removal of the 
two meters. 

 

1. Approve the meter removal requested by Salmon Harbor Marina. 

 
A. Motion to approve the Consent Calendar. 

 
Councilor Rich Patten motioned to approve the Consent Agenda.  
 
Councilor DeeDee Murphy seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  approve the Consent Agenda. 
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 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 
 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

A. Shall the City Council declare the vacancy of a City Council position?  
 

City Manager Jonathan Wright said that on December 27, 2017 Reedsport City 
Councilor Frank Barth tendered his resignation from the Reedsport City Council. 
According to the Reedsport City Charter, upon receiving a resignation the City Council 
shall declare a vacancy. Vacancy in elective offices in the City shall be filled through 
appointment by a majority of the incumbent members of the Council if the unexpired 
term is greater than six months. Councilor Barth’s remaining term is through 2020; 
therefore, the City Council will need to direct staff to advertise the vacancy and accept 
applications for the position. Candidates can then be interviewed by the City Council at 
a future Council meeting.  
 
Councilor DeeDee Murphy motioned to declare a vacancy of a City Council position and 
instruct staff to advertise the vacancy and accept applications for the position. 
 
Councilor Rich Patten seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  declare a vacancy of a City Council position and instruct 
staff to advertise the vacancy and accept applications for the position 

 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 
  

B. Whom shall the City Council elect to serve as President of the Council for the 
period January 8, 2018 to January 7, 2019 and whom shall the City Council elect 
to serve as Alternate President of the Council for a defined period of time?  
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Chapter IV, Section 17 of the 2006 City of Reedsport Charter specifies the following: 
 

“President of the Council.  At its first meeting after this Charter takes 
effect and thereafter at its first meeting of each odd-numbered year the 
Council, by ballot, shall elect a president from its membership.  In the 
Mayor’s absence from a Council meeting, the president shall preside.  
Whenever the Mayor is unable to perform the functions of his office, the 
president shall act as Mayor, shall have all the powers of the Mayor, 
including the authority to co-sign all orders on the treasury with the City 
Recorder.” 

 
Councilor Frank Barth was the immediate past President of the Council.  
 
Chapter IV, Section 17 of the City of Reedsport Charter of 2006 also provides the 
following: 
 

“Whenever the Council shall find a need to authorize a member of the Council to 
act as Mayor in the absence of the Mayor and the president of the Council, it may 
by motion authorize one additional member in addition to the Mayor and the 
president to act as Mayor, to have all the powers of the Mayor, including the 
authority to co-sign all orders on the treasury with the City Recorder, so long as 
the motion specifies a definite, fixed time period during which the authority is to 
continue." 
 

Councilor Leslee Collier was the immediate past Alternate President of the Council.   
 
Mayor Linda McCollum motioned to elect DeeDee Murphy as President of the Council 
and elect Leslee Collier as Alternate President of the Council to serve from January 8, 
2018 to January 7, 2019. 
 
Councilor Mark Bedard seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  elect DeeDee Murphy as President of the Council and elect 

Leslee Collier as Alternate President of the Council to serve from January 8, 
2018 to January 7, 2019. 

 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  4  NAYES 0  ABSTAIN_____2______ 
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(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, and Patten voted in favor of 
the motion. Councilors Collier and Murphy abstained from voting. Student 
Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory vote in favor.) 
 

C. Councilor committee assignments by the Mayor.    
 
Annually, the Mayor makes assignments from the City Council membership to various 
Council Committees, Forums and Associations.  The Mayor is asked to make new 
assignments for the 2018 calendar year.    All assignments expire on December 31 of 
each year.   
 
The following are the new Council Committee assignments for 2018: 
 
Council President      Alt. Council President 
[expires January 2019]     [expires January 2019] 
  
 DeeDee Murphy        Leslee Collier 
        
City Parks and Beautification Committee 
[meets in City Hall as required] 
 
 Leslee Collier  
 
Council Personnel Committees: 
[meet as required] 

 
City Attorney Evaluation    City Prosecutor 

 
  Full City Council    City Manager 
 
 Municipal Judge Evaluation   City Manager 
 
  Full City Council    Full City Council 
 
League of Oregon Cities (LOC), Legislative Committee 
[meets in Salem during the Summer before a legislative session] 
 
 Linda McCollum  
 
Lower Umpqua Economic Development Forum 
[meets monthly on the third Tuesday ] 
 
 Staff: City Manager  
 Council: Rich Patten 
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Council Audit Committee 
[meets as required] 
 
 Debby Turner 
 Linda McCollum  
   
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee 
[meets in City Hall on the third Tuesday of each quarter] 
 
 Mark Bedard 
 
Umpqua Experience Steering Committee 
[meets in the Umpqua Discovery Center] 
 
 Linda McCollum  
 

Councilor DeeDee Murphy motioned to make Council Committee assignments for 2018 
as listed. 
 
Councilor Leslee Collier seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  make Council Committee assignments for 2018 as listed. 
 
 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 
 

D. Shall the City Council appoint members to the City's boards and committees?  
 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that on December 31st of each year, various 
positions on the Reedsport citizen participation boards and committees expire.  
Attached you will find applications for all interested persons that have applied to fill 
these positions.  The following Boards, Commissions and Committees have openings 
that need to be appointed by the City Council or appointed by the Mayor and ratified by 
the Council:    
 
City of Reedsport Budget Committee – 2 Vacancies 
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City Parks and Beautification Committee – 4 Vacancies 
Dangerous Buildings Abatement Board of Appeals - 5 Vacancies 
Urban Renewal Advisory Committee – 3 Vacancies  
Library Advisory Board – 2 Vacancies 
Planning Commission – 2 Vacancies 
 
COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Umpqua Experience Steering Committee: 
2 vacancies      3 year terms    December 31, 2020 
          
Applicant: Portia Harris 
Applicant: Bill Knerr 
 
Traffic Safety Committee: 
2 vacancies      3 year terms    December 31, 2020 
          
Applicant: Norman Floyd-incumbent 
 
MAYOR APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Reedsport Public Library Advisory Board 
1 Vacancy     4 year term   December 31, 2021 
 
Applicant: Kathleen Browning 
 
Contact was made with all incumbent committee members.  A press release was 
distributed to the Media, placed on the City Website and posted in Reedsport City Hall.  
 
Councilor DeeDee Murphy motioned to appoint all applicants to the various boards and 
commissions as applied and ratify the Mayors appointment of Kathleen Browning to the 
Reedsport Public Library Advisory Board.   
 
Councilor Leslee Collier seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  to appoint all applicants to the various boards and 
commissions as applied and ratify the Mayors appointment of Kathleen Browning 
to the Reedsport Public Library Advisory Board.   
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
City Council Minutes of January 8, 2018   
 

Page 8 of 12 

 

  

 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 

 
E. Shall the City Council approve repairs to the City’s street sweeper?  

 
Public Works Director said that on a regular basis throughout the year, the Elgin street 
sweeper is an integral part of maintaining the cleanliness of the City streets, storm drain 
grates and cleaning up construction or sand debris.  As the unit is used constantly, its 
performance has been diminishing recently and become in need of maintenance. 
 
The only firm that maintains the Elgin is Enviroclean in Portland, Oregon, and in mid-
December, City staff took the unit to Enviroclean for assessment and an estimate of 
costs required to perform the overhauling.  During the assessment, it was found that 
major internal components are in need of replacement, i.e.: rusted undercarriage and 
broom arm repairs, screen replacements, engine maintenance, etc.  These repairs have 
been reviewed to see if the City mechanic can perform in-house, but due to their nature, 
it is necessary that they be performed by Enviroclean.  
 
The amount estimate to perform all work is $10,180.86; however, it is recommended 
that $15,000 be approved in case unforeseen issues arise during the work.  Heavy 
equipment and Capital Equipment funds will be necessary to fund the repair work. 

 

Councilor Mark Bedard motioned to approve the budget amount of $15,000 to perform 

repair work on the City street sweeper by Enviroclean. 

Councilor Debby Turner seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  approve the budget amount of $15,000 to perform repair 

work on the City street sweeper by Enviroclean. 

 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 
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F. Shall the City Council authorize the City Manager to apply for a $50,000 grant 
from Infrastructure Finance Authority for levee certification?   

 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that the last item left in the preliminary analysis 
required for levee certification per the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
mandate is the interior drainage analysis. This analysis will look at the storm drainage 
within the levee system and identify areas of inflow. This data is used to calculate how 
much accumulation could occur during the 100 year flood allowing them to identify 
areas were high water could occur. The cost of this analysis is estimated at $43,000. 
 
Last August the City Council approved a task order with Anderson Perry & Associates 
Inc. for this project but staff has held off on having them complete the work until the City 
found out whether or not we qualify for another $50,000 Infrastructure Finance Authority 
(IFA). IFA recently notified the City that we do qualify; therefore, Staff is requesting 
Council consent to apply for the funding.  
 
If allowed, Staff hopes to use the difference between the total grant allowance and the 
interior drainage estimated cost (approximately $7,000) to fund the cost of preliminary 
engineering on the failing Umpqua River Bridge levee section. This section is one of the 
lowest spots in the City’s levee system and deemed by the Army Corps of Engineers as 
the most vulnerable to overtopping during a flood event. This preliminary engineering 
will help the City start a dialogue with the Oregon Department of Transportation 
resulting in future financial assistance for levee repair to this area.    
 
The grant is up to $50,000 with no match (i.e., City funding) required. 
 
Councilor DeeDee Murphy motioned to authorize the City Manager to apply for a 
$50,000 grant from the Infrastructure Finance Authority for levee Certification, and 
authorize the City Manager to sign all documents. 
 
Councilor Debby Turner seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
 that the City Council  authorize the City Manager to apply for a $50,000 grant 

from the Infrastructure Finance Authority for levee Certification, and authorize the 
City Manager to sign all documents. 
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VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 

 
G. Shall the City Council authorize an amendment to the Local Agency Multimodal 

Transportation Enhance Program agreement with regards to the OR 38: US 101- 
Deans Creek Improvement project?  

 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that four years ago the City applied for and was 
granted pedestrian improvements from 6th St through Highway 101 on Highway 38 
through the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The City 
subsequently entered into an agreement with the State for the work. ODOT is now 
proposing to amend this agreement to acknowledge the fact ODOT is now going to 
expand the scope of the original contract (at their cost) and purchase and install the 
new street lighting and driplines from Hwy 101 to 6th street on Hwy 38 (matching the 
lighting currently in the downtown) with the City assuming responsibility for the care and 
maintenance of the lighting and drip lines. There is also language added regarding the 
rolls and responsibility for maintenance and care of the sidewalks in the area where the 
City is already responsible.    
 
The long term financial impact is primarily the operations and maintenance cost of the 
agreed improvements. In the case of the sidewalks, this agreement will reduce the 
current financial obligation of the City by extending the useful life of the old sidewalks by 
replacing them with new.   
 
Councilor Rich Patten motioned to approve an amendment to the local agency 
agreement with the Oregon Department of Transportation with regards to the OR 38: 
US 101- Deans Creek Improvement Project within the City limits.   
 
Councilor Mark Bedard seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  approve an amendment to the local agency agreement with 
the Oregon Department of Transportation with regards to the OR 38: US 101- 
Deans Creek Improvement Project within the City limits.   
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VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 

 
 8. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

(Mayor, Councilors, City Manager, City Attorney) 

 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that Kelly Powers has been hired to fill a part-time 
position in the front office.   
 
He also stated that the City has acquired a new van to use for City business, travel and 
training.   
 
The Highlands/Gardens water line project is now complete with the exception of some 
patch paving in the area.   
 
The City will also be hiring a contract planner for 4 hours a week.   
 
City Manager Jonathan Wright said that the City has been asked to submit a letter in 
support of a Federal appropriations bill that would include harbor maintenance to Senator 
Peter Defazio’s office.   
 
Councilor DeeDee Murphy motioned to direct the City Manager to submit a letter in 
support of a Federal appropriations bill that would include harbor maintenance to 
Representative Peter Defazio’s office.   
 
Councilor Leslee Collier seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: 

 
that the City Council  to direct the City Manager to submit a letter in support of a 
Federal appropriations bill that would include harbor maintenance to 
Representative Peter Defazio’s office.   
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 VOTE:  
  

AYES  6  NAYES 0  
  

(Mayor Linda McCollum, Councilors Bedard, Turner, Murphy, Patten and Collier 
voted in favor of the motion. Student Councilor Claire Havener cast an advisory 
vote in favor.) 

 
 

ADJOURN 
                                   _______________________________ 
      Linda McCollum, Mayor    
ATTEST: 
 
      
Deanna, City Recorder 


